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Who married Cann INE Princeſs of 
France, and Widow of our great King 
HENRY V; from which Marriage de- 

ſcended Hensy VII. HExRV VIII. Ep- 

ward VI. Queen Maxy, and Queen 
ELIZABETH, all of whom had from 
him the Surname of Tupor ; and from 
him likewiſe are deſcended, by the eldeſt 
Daughter of HENRY VII. the preſent. 
Royal Family of GREAT Britain, 
France, and IRELAxb. 


Firſt wrote in French, and publiſhed many Years 
ſince at Paris, and now tranſlated into Engliſh. 
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PREFACE. 


7 T is rule laid down by Ariſtotle and 

moſt other criticks, that a trage- 
dy or mo poem ought to be founded up- 
on ſome piece of true hiſtory, and that no 
incident ſhould be introduced, which does 
ut ariſe naturally and probably from the 
chief ſubject, This rule has been obſerved 


by moſt of the old writers of romances ; and 


our modern writers of novels are ſo ſen- 


fible of its being juſt, that even when the 


Whole is merely the production of their own 
A. 1 Fancy, 
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mm. PREFACE. 
7 5 get 40 pretend that it is a true 


: De author of the 22 ng novel * 
2 exattly followed this rule, that the 
foundation of it is a piece of hiftory, well 
known to be true, and all the incidents 
are either true, or fuch as might be, and 
probably were in France believed to be 
true ; and every one of them ariſes mojt 
naturally from his chief ſubject. That 

it. was wwrote by a Frenchman, is very evi- 
dent from a miſtake committed, in con- 
founding Henry the fourth's expedi tion Þ 
into Scotland, ſoon after the beginning ef 
bis reign, with the battle of Halidrwn- * 
hill, where the Scottiſh army met with a 
Agnal defeat, and their chief commander, 
the earl of Douglas, was actually wade 


_ 


As 
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A to the diſeaſe of which Henry the- 
3 fifth died, and the execution of - Owen 
Tudor, they are not confirmed by any of 
our biftorians, but then it is remarkable, 
that our own hiſtorians differ about the 
diſeaſe which put an end to the life of that 
great king ; and none of them have with 
any certain authority told us, what be- 


came of Owen Tudor after the death of 
queen Catharine ; therefore it is proba- 


ble, that both theſe fas were founded 
upon traditions current among the people 


of France ; and it ſeems to be certain 
that 0 Tudor was dead before 


Henry the Jixth took the reins of 
government into his own hands; for that 
Ling, who conferred juch high honours and 
3 ſpecial favours upon the ſons, would not 
probably have entirely neglected the fo 
ther. 
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dae e dedle kung or Owen 
. Tideric, a br 14. called in France, 
Tua in br Welch language founding 
very lile Tidrric, I. Res nor enter in- 
to an inquiry, whether he was lineally 
deſcended of any of the old Britiſh kings 
or princes, but if is certain, that he 
vas deſcended, at Jeaft by a female 
branch, from fome of the old princes of 
Wales; and at be had a fine perſon, 
aid was 'a well accompliſhed gentleman, 
arcording 40 all accounts, it is proba- 
be, that be was Vent, while yet very 
7 young, by the Welch, w0bo, under Owen 


Glendiwwer, + were then in what was cal- 
Ted a rebellion againſt Henry the fourth, 
as their ambaſſador, firſt into Scotland, 
and afterwards to France; and by them 
nor only Tmpowered to as the title, 


but enabled M4 * the character of 
n 


i * 


prince of Wales, which gave him an 


opportunity of often ſeeing," and rven 


of contracting a familiurity with the 
beautiful Og Catharine, before ſhe 


8 


jr bis anlaß at ; the court ng. Ho 
be ſucceeded ſo well, that be prevailed _ 


on them to ſend. with him na. leſs than 
12,000 men to the affiſtance of the Welch, 
and this body of troops actually landed in 
Wales in the year 1405, but they reim- 
barked again upon Henry's marching a- 
gainſt them, and; as uſual," left their 
"friends the Welch to ſhift for them- 


ſerves. With theſe troops, or ſoon 


after them, Owen Tudor probably 7 
turned to France, to follicit a new in- 
vaſion, but the civil broils in Frante 
prevented bis being ever able to ſucceed; 


and it could not be till ſome years after | 


this, 
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| this, that. the Jove-intrigue. between 
bim and the princeſs Catharine began ; 
for the battle of Azincourt was not 
Fought till near the end of the year 14153 
therefore we muſt ſuppoſe, that the hero 
of this piece was a good deal older than 
_ ee, ER | 


X 
| 


| © * However, there is nothing in the re- 
lation that appears improbable, or that 
| is expreſſly contradicted by hiſtory. On 
| the contrary, the whole ſeems probable 
| from the circumſtances of affairs both in 
France and England at that time; and 
this intrigue, with its ſeveral conſeguen- 
ces, ſeems to have been directed by pro- 
vidence, for uniting: the ſeveral ſorts of 
people that inhabit the ;flands of Britain 
and treland, * N K in our preſent 
| | * 


PREFACE. xi 
royal family the royal Blood of every one 
of them; for the, royal. family of 
Scotland were certainly by Fergus. the 
ft or ſecond deſcended. from that o, 
Treland, and the royal blood of the Sau- 
ons and Normans was united in Henry 
II. king of England, and afterwards . 
uni ted with that of the Welch: in the 

perſon of Henry the ſeventh, grandſon f 
this Owen. Tudor, and from bim ſurnam- 
ed Tudor, who by wiſely marrying bis 
eldeft daughter to the king. of Scotland, 
laid à foundation for uniting . the two 
royal families of England and Scotland 


in the perſon of James the firſt of Eng- 
land and GM of Scotland. 


Thus we may juſtly fay, that the 7% 
al families of the Britiſh, Iriſh, Scottiſh, | 
Saxon, and Norman people, are all u- 
nited 
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nited in bur preſent royal family.; and 
this ſtould ſerus as a band. of union to all 
the inbabitants of the. Britiſh dominions, 


| which 1, duly regarded, and property 


improved, might prevent our ever bav- 
ing cauſe to fear an invaſion from the 
French; or any other. power upon earth; 
and indeed it is the only band or uniting 
the hearts of thoſe ſeveral. ſorts of peo- 
ple, who in former ages have ſo often im- 
brued their hands in the blood of one ano- 
ther; for 4 princi ple of Toyalty to our ſove- 


 #eign is the only principle that can be made 


to prevail over thoſe popular and provin- 
cial prejudices which ſubjift between nati- 
ons that have been long under feparate and 
diſtinct governments, conſequently often 
at variance, and atuays treating one 
, another 
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another with contempt, il united under 


one monarch, who from intereſt as well 
as juſtice is obliged to have an equal re- 
gard to each, and wha is inveſted with 


ſufficient power for manife Ning Shar" re- 


N without W N : 


Tt is this that has F neh united 
the different nations that now inhabit the 
kingdom of France ; and that makes a 
Norman, à Briton, a Gaſcoon, or a 
Burgundian, as fond of the glory of the 
grand monarch as if be had been born in 
the city of Paris. It is this that makes 
that kingdom ſo powerful, and ſo invul- 
werable; and this union will now pro- 
bably be preſerved, as long as they pre- 
ſerve an indi e ſucceſſion to their 


crown ; © 
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Crown ; for the enthufiaftical diſputes 
about religion ſeem now to. be ſo much 
extinguiſhed, that no 2 of pri reſts. 011] 
be able to prevail with the people, to ſa- 


criſice their country to the introduction 


of any ſet of religion, different from 
that which is ęſtabliſbed by the ſupreme 
civil authority. 


And as we have in this country a 
royal family, in which is united the roy- 
al blood of every nation that now bears a 
name in any part of our dominions, we 
have certainly more reaſon than the 


French to unite heartily with one a. 
not her, in protecting and advancing 
the glory of our monarch; for unleſs we 


do this, we may probably ſoon become a 


Pro- 


PREFACE” xv 


province to France; therefore T ſhall 


conclude with praying, that all Britiſh 
ſubjects may put an end to party-dif= 

tinftions, and all heartily unite in loy- 
alty to the Britiſh monarch, becauſe in 


this they will always at laſt find, that the 


ats. 


true intereſt of their country chiefly con- 
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Prince of Pales, &c. &c. 


CHAP ti 


H E war which had laſted ma- 

ny centuries between the Eng- 
liſh and the Welch, was in all 
appearance extinguiſhed, ſince there 
was not the leaſt probability that the 
Welch could ever think of ſhaking off 
the Engliſh yoke; when on a ſudden 


Owen Tideric, one of their princes, 


who, they ſaid, was a deſcendant of 
Cadwallader, king of the antient Britons, 
B @& undertook 


; „* 
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2 The LIFE of | 
undertook to remount the throne of 
his Anceſtors. He found no difficulty 


to perſuade the Welch to take up arms, 
as they were ſo exaſperated againſt their 


new maſters, that they were willing and 
ready to ſacrifice the laſt drop of their 


blood to regain their former freedom. 


T1DERIC was overjoyed to find them 


in ſuch a diſpoſition ; but did not judge 


it prudent to rely entirely upon their 
ſtrength alone: He therefore fought the 
otection of the kings of France and 
Scotland, both of whom promiſed to 
aſſiſt and ſupport him in ſo laudable a 
deſign. 


HenRy the fourth, who had juſt 
been crown'd in England, no ſooner got 
intelligence of this potent league formed 
againſt him, than he prepared for war. 
For this purpoſe he raiſed an army of 
forty thouſand men, and reſolved to 
command in perſon. With this army 
he marched for Scotland, and met his 
enemies on the borders, where they had 
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TID ERIC Prince of Wales. 3 


aſſembled their army, Henry offered 


them battle, which they accepted; but 
Fortune declared herſelf againſt them. 


TIDERIC was obliged to betake 


| himſelf to flight, and- the 'Earl of Dou- 
glas, who commanded the Scottiſh ar- 


my, was amongſt others —_— F 


By this defeat the views of the prince 
of Wales were all diſappointed: he too 
plainly ſaw, that he had no reſource left 
but in the friendſhip of Charles VI. 
king of France; to whoſe court he re- 
paired, and met with a more favourable 
reception from that monarch than he 
had reaſon to expect under his misfor- 


tunes. The nobility of that kingdom, 


in imitation of their prince, ſnewed him 
all the reſpect due to his virtue and 
character. Their civilities and ca- 
reſſes were ſufficient to have diſſipated 
the anxiety he was in for the loſs he 
had ſuſtained, if he could have been ſen- 
ſibly affected with any thing but 
his deſire of glory; for 1 it is a very dif- 
ficult 
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ficult matter for great ſouls born to com- 
mand, to find ſatisfaction in any thing 
but dominion. This Prince preferred 
the crown of Wales beyond all the ho- 
nours paid him at Charles's court; for 
vhich reaſon he tried all the means he 
could ſuggeſt, to prevail with Charles to 
grant him ſuccours. But France was 
no more what ſhe had been: Since that 
unfortunate accident which happened 
to her king, as you may read in her an- 
nals, that nation was ſo: torn to pieces by 


the jarring intereſts of the princes of the 


blood, -that it was with difficulty ſhe 
could ſupport herſelf. 


_ T1ipERIc ſeeing how inconſiſtent her 
inteſtine diviſions were with his intereſt, 
could hardly bear his misfortunes with 
patience. But fate had ſtill in reſerve 
for him new torments; for he could 
not have been truly ſenſible what it was 
toſbe compleatly unhappy, if he had not 
felt the pangs of love, without the leaſt 
{ſhadow of hope. 
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CHARLES king of France had ſeve- 
ral children by his queen Iſabella of 
Bavaria ; and Catharine the youngeſt 
of his daughters might juſtly be ſaid to 
be one of the moſt perfect and moſt 
beautiful ladies in the world: fhe had 
ſomething ſo ſurpriſingly engaging, that 
ſhe captivated the moment ſhe was ſcen, 


and her behaviour had ſuch charms as 


rendered it impoſhble for any man to 
guard his heart againſt ſo many tempta- 
tions. Her ſhape was equal to her 
beauty; and in ſhort the ſeem'd to have 
been form'd on purpoſe for inſpiring 
the moſt tender ſentiments of love. 


TiDERIC at firſt looked upon 
her with admiration; but as his 
circumſtances did not correſpond with 
ſuch great views, his reaſon had 
the aſcendant for ſome time. 
The miad of this prince was as 
much taken up with his own misfor- 
tunes, as with the perfections of the 
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princeſs Catharine, Nevertheleſs, he had 
a heart like other men; and he muſt 
have been a meer ſavage, to ſee every 
day this princeſs without being ſenſibly 
affected. He became therefore more 
thoughtful than uſual, or rather he was 
ſeized with ſuch a ſoft but unquiet ab- 
ſence of mind, as generally happens to 
thoſe who begin to indulge any violent 


paſſion. Perceiving this alteration in 


his temper, he was a little uneaſy, but 
did not trouble himſelf fo much about it 
as he would have done, had he known 
the real cauſe: however, he could not 
help making ſome reflections on the 
deſire he had to render himſelf agreea- 


ble to the princeſs, Yet, in this like- 


wiſe he even endeavoured as it were to 


_ deceive himſelf. Of 


Axp indeed Catharine had ſhewn 


him fo many inſtances of her goodneſs, 


as gave him reaſon to ſuppoſe that his 
care to render her all the little ſervices 
in his power, proceeded from a juſt 
ſenſe of gratitude, rather than from love. 

. | Burr 
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Bur we know what effects great 
obligations produce; for tho they 
are grafted deep in grateful minds, 
yet all things have their bounds; and 
it is eaſy to diſtinguiſh between thoſe 
effects which proceed from love, and 
thoſe which proceed from gratitude a- 
lone. | "= 


TipRIc did not remain long in this 
error: The ardent deſire he had to be 
wherever Catharine was, convi:ced him, 
that this was not owing to civility only, 
but that ſomething very extraordinary 
muſt have cauſed thoſe ſentiments of 


tendetneſs, which he could not account 
for, 


TrxsE reflections ſhook his ſoul 
with apprehenſions at the conſequences 
that might happen: He therefore re- 
folved to ſtifle this paſſion in its birth, 
ard to let nothing eſcape his imagination 
that could repreſent to him the fatal 


effects of ſuch a dangerous purſuit. 
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But there are none but thoſe who never 
had that truly noble paſſion of being 


really inſpired with love, that will believe 


ſuch a reſolution could; 1 — 
For it is with love as with birds en- 
ſnared, the more they flutter to extricate 
themſelves, the faſter they are fixed. 


TiDERIC in this particular was not 
more fortunate than they, for all the rea- 
fons he ſummoned to his aſſiſtance for 
defending himſelf againſt this his darling 
paſſion, riveted his love the ſtronger. 
Catharine's charms preſented themſelves 
in ſuch crowds to his mind, and he was 
fo agreeably delighted with the perfec- 
tions of that princeſs, that he began to 
triumph in his weakneſs. It was his 
greateſt pleaſure to be in her preſence; 
he forgot, when he was near her, all re- 
membrance of his misfortunes; his on- 
ly care was to appear before her in the 


moſt agreeable manner he could think 
of. | 
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HE was no longer the ſame Tideric; 
ambition and glory, which had been the 
inſeparable companions of hismind, gave 
place to more ſoft and tender paſſions, 
which with lovers have as many charms 
as the moſt glorious crowns, *©* But — 
what— (would he ſometimes ſay to him- 


ſelf) doſt thou think, what thou art about? 


what road thou art in? Is this the way 
that conquerors ſhew thee how to over- 
come thine enemies? O ſhame ! to think 
only of pleaſures, when thy whole ſtudy 
Nang be to regain thy throne. What 
joy will it give Henry when he is told, 
thy greateſt delight is to live in bondage, 


when thou ſhouldit think only of the 


means to enable thee to get out of it ? ” 
Then in a mcment he would anſwer 
himſelf thus: Thy defires are rea- 
ſonable, none will condemn thee. Is 
there not as much wiſdom in them as 
weakneis? Examine it ſeriouſly. Is it 
not natural to ſeek aid from our neigh- 
bours, when we cannot help ourſelves? 
and where wilt thou find aſſiſtance but 
3 ES in 
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in allying thyſelf with Chatles, if thy 


good fortune will but favour thee with 
ſucceſs. 


TuESE thoughts were not ſo well 


_ eſtabliſhed in his mind as to free him 
from thoſe diſquietudes which diſturbed 


him : This often cauſed him to refle& on 
the greatneſs of Catharine's, and his own 
fituation ; for he was not ſo blinded by 
ſelf-love as not to ſee, that had he poſ- 
ſeſſed ten [ſuch provinces as that he had 


loſt by the ill ſucceſs of his arms, they 


would be ſcarce ſufficient to entitle him 
to ſo great a princeſs; therefore he de- 
termined to endure the torments of his 


violent paſſion with as much ſecrecy as 


poſſible. 


As there is nothing more afflicting 
than love without hope, it is not eaſy to 
imagine the pitious condition he was re- 
duced to. He often reſolved to leave 


the French court, but to what part of 


the world he ſhould retire, in his diſtreſ- 
ſed condition, without endangering the 
ſecurity 
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ſecurity of his perſon, was not poſſible 
for-him to determine ; therefore he was 
obliged through meer neceſſity to re- 
main where he was. 


Tre extraordinary melancholy 
which oppreſſed him was perceived by 
the whole court; but as the ſituation of 
his affairs was publickly known to be ſo 
very bad, none attributed it to any o- 
ther cauſe, as not having the leaſt ſuſpi- 


cion of what really afflifted nis mind. 


They therefore endeavoured to entertain 


him with all the diverſions that could 


be thought of. Even Catharine herſelf, 
who felt ſome favourable ſentiments 
for the prince, which ſhe had not as 
yet been ſenſible of for any other per- 
ſon, could not refrain from telling him, 

that he ouglit not to allow himſelf to 
be ſo much afflicted by the accidents of 


fortune; becauſe it was daily ſeen, that 


there was nothing ſo inconſiſtent, and 
that we ſhould conſider that ſhe was: 


of en extravagant in the diſtribution of 


her favours to thoſe ſhe bad the mo- 
B 6 ment. 
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ment before oppreſſed with her greateſt 
ſeyerities. 
\ 

TIpERI anſwered the princeſs as was 
ſuitable to her obliging remonſtrance ; 
but having reſolved not to diſcover the 
fecrets of his ſoul, he contented himſelf 
with taking notice in general, that his 
forrows proceeded from another cauſe 
than that which ſhe imagined ; and that 
the more we find ourſelves poſſeſſed 
with great deſigns, the greater muſt be 
the affliction to behold them at ſuch a 
diſtance as leaves no foundation for 


hopes, 


AT Tno' their converſation did not 
continue long, it inflamed Tideric's 
wounds; it began alſo to have ſtrange 
effects on Catharine's mind, for as pity 
begets tender ſentiments, this princefs 


indulged them without thinking her 


Concern any other than what proceeded 
from Tideric's misfortunes, after be- 
coming ſenſible of his merit. 


TEIS 
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Tas prince was poſſeſſed of ſuch a- 
miable qualities as were ſurpriſingly en- 


gaging; beſides, being exceedingly 


handſome in his perſon, he had that 
ſweet mild temper, which inſinuates it- 
ſelf into the heart more than the moſt 
brilliant wit. 


THE a in her turn, became 


penſive; and if TIDERIc had taken that 
opportunity of declaring his pafſion, it 
is certain ſhe would have heard him 
with pleaſure, and the unfortunate 
prince muſt have met with ſo kind a 
reception as would have been a great 
conſolation to him in his diſtreſs. But 
he could not flatter himſelf ſo far as to 
venture upon a diſcovery of that ſort; 
therefore he contented himſelf with ex- 
prefling his love only by his affiduity ; 
which, nevertheleſs, the princeſs put a 


juſt value upon, and 'tisa queſtion which 
was greateſt, Tideric's love, or Catha- 


rine's gratitude, 
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Bur their manner of proceeding en- 
creaſed their unhappineſs ; and in ſhort 
without taſting the ſweets of love, they 


would probably have long endured all its 
pangs, had not the king of England 


died, and by means, of what happened 
afterwards, given them occaſion to diſ- 
cover their ſentiments to each other, 


Tris king being. dead, Henry V. 
his ſon, ſucceeded, who applied 
himſelf at firſt to thoſe things which 
were immediately neceſſary for pre- 
ſerving the peace of his ſubjects; and af- 
ter having eſtabliſhed the domeſtic tran- 
quillity of his kingdom, his next reſo- 
lation was, todeclare war againſt France, 
or ſettle a peace with her upon a firm 
and laſting foundation. For this pur- 
poſe he ſent ambaſſadors to Charles, in 
order to adjuſt thoſe differences which 


had ſubſiſted during the whole reign of 


the late king his father; and at the 


fame time his ambaſſadors were inſtruct- 


ed to demand Catharine in marriage. 
THEsE. 
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Tusk ambaſſadors were no ſooner 
arrived at Paris, than all the world knew 
the purport of their errand. Tideric 
was terribly alarmed at it, and the prin- 
ceſs was ſo afflicted, that ſhe could not 
conceal her averſion to ſuch a marriage. 
Her concern was ſo great, that ſhe was 


inceſſantly in tears, which was perceiv- 
ed by all about her, 


As one day Tideric went to viſit 
the princeſs, he found her upon her 
couch, and ſunk in matchleſs ſorrow. 
Approaching towards her with the 
higheſt reſpet, he faid, © What, 
madam, can cauſe fo great an al- 
teration ? Thoſe fine eyes have choſen 
an improper ſeaſon to be drowned in 
tears, when they ought to appear 
with more darting luſter, after hav- 
ing made fo glorious a conqueſt. 
It is true, madam, that all the 
crowns on earth have nothing equal to 
your merit; but a kingdom has ſome 


charms, 


| 16 The LIFE of 
0 charms, and a princeſs, without dero- 
= gating from her ambition, might con- 
Wl tent herſelf with that of England.” 


= If I reſembled Tideric, aniwered the 
| princeſs coldly, I am ſenfible I ſhould 
reſign every thing to ambition, and not 
embaraſs myſelf with the attachments 

we ought to have for thoſe who have a 
right to our affections. But as I am 
made after a different manner, I may 
have different fentiments, and perhaps 
mine. — = 


Ah madam! faid the prince, in- 

terrupting her, can you impoſe ſo far 
on your underſtanding, to have ſuch 
thoughts? How little do you know Ti- 
deric, to imagine that his only paſſion 
bl is to reign? I own that there was a 
time when I was all ambition, but 
chere happens great alterations in life; 
and it is very difficult, amidſt ſo many 
Fl + beauties as are at the court of France, 
to have no paſſion but for glory; or 
rather not to forget that paſſion entire- 
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ly when once the heart is inflam'd with 
i paſſion for a lovely 1 


Indeed you ſurprize me, replied 
the princeſs; I ſhould never have ſuſ- 
pected you to be in love.” 


i os en miſtake people, anſwer- 
ed Tideric, but I will keep you no 
longer in ſuſpence, and I am perſuaded - 
you'll own that I am much more to be 
pitied than you imagine. You know, 
madam, that my misfortune in war o- 
bliged me to ſeek the king your father's 
protection, I no ſooner arrived here, 
but I found what I had never met with 
elſewhere. The men appeared to me 
extremely courteous and humane, and 
the ladies, to my fancy, did every thing 
with ſuch an unaffected air and grace, 
as confirmed me in the opinion, that true 
politeneſs was no where to be found but 
in France. I made it my buſineſs to 
ſtudy the manners of people here as near 
as * that I might have a model 


by 
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by which I ſhould regulate my futurebe- 
haviour. But how dangerous is it to con- 
ſider cloſely a deſerving object! Ihappen- 
ed to ſee a certain Lady, whole charms 
raviſhed my very ſoul, and who took 
that inſtant poſſeſſion of my heart. Ex- 
cuſe me, madam, if I do not attempt 
to deſcribe her admirable beauties. My 
heart may to itſelf, but nothing elſe can 
expreſs her inchantiog perfections. Iſhall 
only aſſure you, in ſhort, that no lady 
ever had a finer per ſon, or a more beau- 
tiful mind; and as there is not one in 
the world more accompliſhed than ſhe, 
ſo never was a paſſion more tender and 
reſpectful than mine.” 


Tart piince became ſilent after this 
declaration; and the princeſs, who lov- 
ed him too much not to be fired with 
jealouſy at ſuch an acknowleigment, 
reſolving to find out her rival, faid to 
him, I plainly ſee, Tideric, how diſ- 
creet you are, for you have acquainted 


me 
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me with your miſtreſs's perfections; but 
you conceal her name and your ſucceſs,” 


„WIr you ſuppoſe, madam, is 
not the reaſon (anſwered Tideric) why 
I do not NG the whole. I have 
learned to know myſclf, and that 1s ſuf- 
ficient to prevent my ever attempting to- 
proceed farther with regard to the lady 
I have been ſpeaking of. In ſhott - 
her merit is ſo great, and Tideric's ſo 
ſmall, that I believe he can never miſ- 
take himſelf ſo far as to dare to reveal 
his * to her,” 


© SURE (replied Catharine, who 
| wanted to draw a declaration from him) 
this lady mult be of a very high rank, 

to require ſo ſevere a reſerve from a 
prince, For my part I can't think of 
any that ſhould lay him under any ſuch 


reſtraint.” 


« Iam not, madam, replied Tideric, 
of your opinion ; 1 know but too well 
a 


e LIFE r 


a lady to whom | a great deal more is 
due.“ 


8 


© WHAT mean you by a eat deal 
more ?” ſaid the princeſs. 


« 1 chuſe, madam, (anſwered Ti- 
deric) that my love ſhould become 
known to her by my actions, rather 
than words. — And I ſhall chink my- 
ſelf happy if ever I can, by a moſt re- 
ſpectful behaviour, engage that beauti- 
ful perſon to pity my cruel deſtiny.” 


Tux princeſs, who had rot hitherto 


imagined Frederic pointed at her, began 


now to ſuſpect herſelf to be the perſon ; 
and being deſirous to have the matter 
cleared up, Prince, ſaid ſhe, your 
manner of reaſoning is not very juſt; 
T ſhould take other meaſures were I in 
your place ; for a lover who underſtands 
howto touch the heart of his miſtreſs by 


his filence, can never diſoblige her by 


declaring his paſſion, when he knows 
how 


TIpERT0 Prince of Wales. -2T 


how to do it in a manner polite and 
genteel. GATES 


« 1} oaks much, madam, replied the 
prince, your being in earneſt upon this 
head; and you might poſſibly be very 
Much embaraſſed were ſuch an affair to 


happen to yourſelf.” 


Tres E expreſſions confirmed ſtill 
more the princeſs in her ſuſpicions; 
however, ſhe reſolved to put an end to 
all doubts: therefore ſhe reſumed the 
diſcourſe, and faid, © Tideric, I ſee you 
do not know me, for I never ſay what 
I do not think; and the averſion I have 
publickly ſhewn againſt this marriage 
that is propoſed to the king my father, 
ought to convince you that I am an e- 
nemy to all kind of diſſimulation.“ 


Tr1s acknowledgement of the prin- 
ceſs made Tideric alter his defign of con- 
cealing the object of his love. He ſaw 
he ſhould never have a more favourable 


opportunity of declaring himſelf, and 


em- 
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embracing this, which fortune preſent- 
ed him with. 


oy THEN, madam , lays he, I muſt be- 
lieve you; beſides, the pain Lendure i is ſo 
great, that I can contain myſelfnolonger. 
I muſt confeſs my preſumption, but I 
muſt at the ſame time acknowledge, that 
I adore you. None but the princeſs Ca- 
tharine could touch the heartofthe prince 
of Wales. Yes, madam, his heart has 
ever been inſenfible forall but you. Such 
is my unhappy fate, that I live to ſee eve- 
ry thing torn from me by a king of Eng- 
152 Let him enjoy the fruits of my 
defeat, but let him not deprive me of 
the ſight of my amiable princeſs.” 


| T:iprrIc ſtopt here, but explain' d 
the reſt by ſo much love and paſſion in 
his eyes, that Catharine could give no 
attention to the feeble voice of an ex- 
piring pride, which endeavoured to 
diſguiſe the ſentiments of her heart. 
She made him comprehend her thou ghis 
by her looks. But bein 8 at length over- 


I Come, 
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come, Alas! why did you not ſpeak 
ſooner? what made you delay diſco- 
vering what would have been ſo agree- 
able to me at another time? Yes, 
prince, I would have heard you wil- 
lingly, and I ſhould not now perhaps 
have ſo great an antipathy to this Eng- 
liſh alliance had I never known you. 
But take care not to put any conſtruc 
tions to my diſadvantage upon an ac- 
knowledgement ſo ſincere. Make what 
uſe you can of it to break off this in- 
tended marriage; ſollic:t your friends; 
do your utmoſt to put a ſtop to the 
progreſs of an alliance which muſt ren- 
der my life miſerable, if it ſucceeds.“ 


* An! madam, (anſwered Tideric) 
how happy do you make me by ſuch 
a generous inſtance .of your good- 
neſs.——But this happineſs will be of 
ſmall duration by the many obſtacles I 
foreſee: for what can I do upon this 
occaſion? You are ſenſible that the 
houſe of Orleans hath at this time 
the better of that of Burgundy, to 
which 


nein 


which I have attached myſelf; and 
that I have not the leaſt intereſt with 
thoſe who have now the conducting of 
ſtate affairs. But have not you, ma- 
dam, of yourſelf power ſufficient to re- 
fuſe agreeing to that which is againſt 
your inclinations ; and muſt you aſk 
aſſiſtance from a perſon who expects 
every thing from you? 


© WHAT would you have me do? 
replied the princeſs; are not you e- 
nough acquainted with the duty ex- 
pected from a perſon of my rank, to 
-know the incapacity Iam under? No, 
Tideric, expect nothing . farther from 
me; I have an eſteem for you, and 
ſomething more; but if it be reſolved 
on, I ſhall let myſelf be conducted a 
ſacrifice to the altar; for J had rather 
it ſhould be ſaid, that Catharine is un- 
happy, than that ſhe has been deficient 
in her duty. 


WEIL, madam, replied Tideric, 
you are reſoly'd then I ſhould die; you 
ſhall 


r 
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ſhall be obeyed. It is the only reſource 
I have left in my misfortunes.. * Do 


not add to my oppreſſion; (anſwered 


the princeſs) it is crucl to augment the 


anguiſh and anxiety I am under. Try 
rather, if you love me, what you can do 
for my relief, Love is fruitful in in- 
trigues, for attaining its end. Nothing 
is impoſſible with him that truly loves.” 


CH A Pp: Ik 


ERE ended the converſation of 

theſe two lovers: they parted 
extremely well ſatisfied with one ano- 
ther, but with very little hopes of bet- 
ter fortune. However, Tiderig got it 
whiſper'd among the courtiers, that the 
marriage propoſed by Henry with Ca- 


tharine, was not only ditadvantageous, 


but diſhonourable to F rance; that 
Henry was the ſon but of an ulurper; 
that tho' the houſe of York had been 

ſtript of the crown, it was ſtill powerful 


enough to have a fair chance for re- 
| C mount- 
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mounting the throne ; and in ſhort, that 
the laſt words of Henry to his ſon ſhould 
make him think of reſtoring to others 
their right, rather than to form ridicul- 
ous projects, ſuch as that he had now 
| propoſed by his ambaſſadors. 


D1scouRsEs like theſe were in every 
body's mouth. I cannot ſay whether 
they had any effect on the council, or 
whether the demands of the Engliſh 
appear'd unreaſonable, but the conſe- 
quence was, that the ambaſſadors re- 
turn'd to England without concluding 
any thing, 


IT would be very difficult to expreſs 
the joy and ſatisfaction our lovers con- 
ceived at this unexpected ſucceſs, ſince 
they took care to conceal it from all 
but themſelves. Such was their hap- 
py ſtate, and they began to bury all 
their paſſed uneaſineſs in mutual profeſ- 
ſions of love, when ſuddenly they faw 
themſelves expoſed more than ever to 
the cruelties of Fortune. 
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HEN R, incenſed at the refuſal of 
Catharine, raiſed a numerous army, 
with which he croſſed the ſeas, and 
landed in Normandy, This province 
he laid waſte with fire and ſword ; and 
after beſieging ſome places, which he 
carried, he marched towards Calais, 
where happened the famous battle of 
Azincourt, of which he reaped the 
whole advantage. After that victory 
he ravaged all Picardy, and laid ſiege 
to the city of Rowen, which it was not 
doubted he would ſoon be maſter of. 


TnosꝝE who then had the adminiſtra- 
tion of the affairs of France, being ſur - 
prized at the rapid progteſs of his arms, 
thought it high time to put a ſtop to this 
prince's conqueſts; and after many de- 
bates, it was reſolved, in order to appeaſe 
the conqueror, and fave the kingdom, to 
ſend ambaſſadors to his camp, and ſue 
for peace, with an offer of Catharine in 
marriage, the conſequence of which was 

C2 the 
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the appointment of a conference be- 
tween the two Kings in Wr. 


War a thunderbolt was this to our 
loyers, as appeared viſibly in the counte- 
nance of both,  Tideric, as ſoon as he 

faw Catharine, began to exclaim, FO! 
my princeſs, mult I then this day loſe 
you for ever! has my cruel Fate given 
me only this ſhort reſpite, that I might 
more intimately know the ineſtimable 
worth of her whom ſhe had deſigned 
for another-? Why did you not — 
tinue cruel; or rather, why are you 
kind but by halves? How can you 
love tenderly; as you ſay, and reſolve 
thus to abandon the out of your 
love?” 


« An, Tideric! ſpare me a little, 
replied the princeſs; my. torments are 
too violent, and your reproaches too un- 
juſt for me to bear. My grief is of itſelf 
inſupportable. Let us be unhappy, 
ſince Heaven decrees it; but don't let 
us gurſelves contribute to the _ | 

M 
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of that eſteem we have for one another; 
you by propoſing what is inconſiſtent 


with my honour, and I by hearing you 


with patience. I have ſo great an in- 
clination to liſten to you, that I ought 
to ſuſpect my own ſtrength ; and 1 have 
ſo often pleaſed myſelf with thinking on 
the ſatisfaction J ſhould have in living 


with you, that I dread the horrors 5 


ſhall be ſurrounded with in living with 
any other. Inſtead of making me reflect 
upon what I ſhall be expoſed to, rather 
aſſiſt me to overcome myſelf. Believe 

me, prince, upon this occaſion I am 
truly to be pitied ; for I have already 
called all my virtue to my aſſiſtance, 
yet ſtill I Nand in need of help, in o:- 
der to n over my weakneſs.” 

1 own, madam, (aid the prince) 
your ſentiments add to the veneration 
I have for you: they are ſuch as could 
proceed from none but the moſt 9 5 
rous princeſs that ever was; but 


will allow, that if my ſoul be not 12 


great, it may at leaſt be more tender 
C 3 than 
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than your's. I am in the wrong to 
preſs you ſo much, for it ſuits ill with 
a prince who has nothing but hopes for 
his lot, to deſire a princeſs to reject the 
offer of a crown. A crown, madam, 
has unconceiveable charms, and indeed 
it wou:d be but of ſmall value, could it 
be ſuppoſed, that a lady would reject it, 
to follow the fortune of Tideric.“ 


Tusk words he pronounced with 
ſuch coldreſs, that the princeſs plainly 
perceived he was become jealous. This 
unhappy paſſion ſhe wanted to remove ; 
and looking upon him with a tender 
concern, ſaid, Of what, prince, do 
you ſuſpect me? have I given you any 
ſuch inſtance of my ambition, that you 
ſhould thus expreſs yourſelf? Baniſh 
far from you theſe thoughts, if you have 
the leaſt regard for your own repoſe ; 
and if you will endeavour to preſerve 
mine, make uſe of all your art to defeat 
the ſucceſs of whit is to be treated of 
at this interview between the two kings. 
You may do ſomething, and you are - 
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ſo good terms with the houſe of Bur- 
gundy, which hath now reaſſumed the 


government of the ſtate, as to hope for 
ſucceſs by its aſſiſtance.” 


THesE words reſtored confidence to 
the prince, who threw himſelf at Ca- 
tharine's feet, and ſaid, Pardon, ma- 
dam, an unhappy lover, who is diſtract- 
ed by his misfortunes; and believe it to 

be exceeding difficult to be ſo tranſport- 
ed with love, without being touched 
with a little jealouſy. Yes, my dear 
charming princeſs, I will go inſtantly 
and employ all the friends I have, to 
prevent this fatal marriage; and where 
my own happineſs is ſo deeply concern- 
ed, you muſt be convinced I can forget 
nothing that may contribute to its never 
being thought of more.“ 


He left the princeſs directly, and 
going to the duke of Burgundy, found 
that prince more afflicted at France's 
misfortunes than moſt people imagined, 
Upon finding him reſolved to contrive 
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all the means that could be thought of 
for its preſervation, I heartily rejoice, 

my lord, (ſaid Tideric) to find you en- 
te taining ſuch great and ſatisfactory 
deſigns. I now doubt not in the leaſt 
but that the kingdom may be faved, 
fince you have undertaken her defence. 
But remember that no time is to be loſt, 
to prevent ſuch an odious treaty, which 
the king's misfortunes may poſſibly 
oblige him to ſubmit to; and if once 
concluded, what remedy is there? or 
how can France be raiſed to her for- 
mer glory? 


„ Your highneſs is in the right; 
(anſwered the duke of Burgundy) but 
there are many things to be ſettled be- 
fore I can be in a condition to act as 1 


could w:ſh.” 


« WHERE is the difficulty? (faid 
Tideric) for if you were but Horn 
with the Dauphin, could you not unite 
your forces to make head againſt the 


common enemy of your country? 
* Ves; 
3 
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* Yes; (anſwered the duke) but 
the great difficulty i is, how to briog that 
about.” 


« Ip you think proper, (replied Ti- 
deric) I will endeavour it; and I am 
perſuaded I ſhall find leſs difficulty than 


you ie 


« You will oblige me very much, 
(anſwered the duke) and I ſhall always 
be ready to do whatever is conſiſtent 
with my honour and duty,” 


TiDERic took leave directly of the 
duke of Burgundy, and went to the 
Dauphin's, in whom he found the ſame 
diſpoſition he had left the duke in. He 
took that opportunity to reconcile 
them, in appearance, and thus obtained 
a ſuſpence of his own misfortunes, at 
leaſt for ſome time, 


THE reconciliation. of theſe two 
Princes. gave France ſome hopes; but 
i 94 C 5 15 
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as a ſuſpenſion of arms had been agreed 
on, and a perſonal conference ofthe two 


kings appointed to be held, as before 
mentioned, in Mulan-park, in order the 
more to facilitate a peace, this could not 


be prevented; and as the diſtreſs of 


France would be a ſtrong argument on 
one fide, not to reject any reaſonable 
terme, and the ardent deſire with which 
Henry might probably be inflamed 
by a fight of Catharine's amiable per- 
ſon, would on his ſide be as ſtrong an 
argument not to propoſe any thing that 
was unreaſonable, it was to be feared, 
that even the duke of Burgundy, with 
all his intereſt, would not be able to 
p-event the concluſion of a peace, and 
the immediate celebration of the intend- 
ed marriage. 


Tus continued the anxiety of our 
two lovers; and while they were un- 
der this torture, the two kings met at 
the place appointed, attended by their 


_reſpeRive courts, The queen followed, 


as had been agreed on, with her davgh- 
| . 


"_ 


- Tibrxle Prince of Wales. 35 


ter the princeſs Catharine; who could 


find no excuſe for not attending her 
mother, without raiſing ſuſpicions that 
might be injurious to her character. 


TnuxE Engliſh could not help looking 
upon her with admiration; and there 
was but very few that eſcaped feeling 
the dangerous conſequence of ſo near a 


view of ſo amiable and accompliſh'd a 


princeſs. But amongft all thoſe who 
expreſſed their ſurprize at ſo exquiſite 
a beauty, no one was more ſenſibly 
touched than the duke of Gloceſter. 


Tn is prince was the king of Eng- 
land's brother, and by his rank at court 
had the moſt conſiderable ſhare in the ma- 
nagement and direction of ſtate. affairs. 
He no ſooner beheld Catharine, than 
he became tranſported with her charme, 
and reſolved to impart to her his paſſion; 
but as that princeſs's marriage was to 
be one of the firſt articles to be ſettled 
by this treaty, he thought there was no 


time to be loſt, therefore he took the 


C6 fir ſt 
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36 " The LIFE of | | 


firſt opportunity to wait upon the queen, A 
where he was ſure of ſeeing the princeſs; 
and fortune gave him an opportunity of 
ſpeaking to her without GE of N 
overheard by any. 

« IT is fo difficult a matter, W 
to ſee you, (ſaid the duke of Gloceſter) 
without being deeply ſmitten, that I 
can't think you'll be much ſurprized 
when I tell you, that you ſee a prince 
who is abſolutely at your diſpoſal. It is 
not by a number of words that I ſhall 
pretend to prove this, but my actions 
will convince you of the reality of my 
intentions, beyond all the ſpeeches and 
proteſtations I can make. Therefore, 
madam, conſider well, in what manner 
you think proper to employ me; and 
believe, that J have intereſt enough at 


the conference which is to be held this 


day, to turn matters on which ſide I 
_ 


Tue princeſs was ſo ſurprized at ſuch 
an unexpected compliment, which ſhe 
really did not well comprehend, that it 


cauſed 
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cauſed her to remain ſilent ſome time, 
not knowing what anſwer to return. 
But having recovered herſelf, the faid; 
« Sir, nothing can be more obliging 
than you are. It is not common for 
enemies to offer to turn their arms a- 
gainſt themſelves; but, however, you 
are in no danger upon that head, for 7 
am. not ſuch a perſon as. would make 
uſe of theſe civilities at your expence, 
by ſeek ing the advantage of my country 
in any action that would in the leaſt 
tarniſh your glory.“ 


T plainly fee, madam, (replied. the 
duke) that I have not expreſſed myſelf 
clearly enough to be underſtood. It is 
not in favour of the king your father 
that J make you this offer, nor does it 
relate to the intereſt of my prince's 
crown, but to that of his heart, There 
is, I believe, no occafion for any further 
explanation. Conſult yourſelf with re- 
eard to the intereſt of your own, and if 
the inclinations Henry hath for your 
pe. ſon are not agreeable, make no ſcru- 


ple 


5. ft CY 
: 


38 The LIFE 6f 
ple to diſcover your mind to me, fince 
it is in my power to do you ſome ſer- 
* , 

vice. A prince who would lay down 
his life to contribute any thing towards 
your ſatisfaction, will not find great 
difficulty to ſet aſide what poſſibly 


may think, would render you un- 


py.” 
«Tam much more obliged to you than 
I thought, (replied the princeſs) ſince 
you now apply to me alone thoſe com- 
pliments, which I imagined related to 
others as well as me.——But, Sir, were 
inclinations contrary to the alliance 
which is to be treated of this day, you 
are ſenſible it would be indecent in me 
to let them appear; for a princeſs born 


as I am, ought with pleaſure to ſacrifice 
herſelf for the good of the ſtate,” 


TaKeE care, madam, (ſaid the duke 
of Gloceſter) that you do not deceive 
yourſelf, by embracing the ſhadow in- 
ſtead of the ſubſtance of virtue, I know 
very well, that when we have once 

choſen, 


* 
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choſen, and are fixed, we ought to ſuf- 
fer any thing rather than retreat; but 
when nothing has been reſolved on, the 
caſe is quite different. We may ſurely, 
before things are brought to a concluſi- 
on, refuſe complying with what might 
make us unhappy the reſt of our days. 


THERE is nothing (replied Catharine) 
but what ought to be agreeable to a 
princeſs ; for the heart of perſons of that 
rank ſhould be of the ſame nature with 
wax, ready to receive ſuch impreſſions 
as their ſovereign may judge neceſſary 


for the advantage and grandeur of his 
crown.“ 


THEsE, madam, are fine ſentiments, 
(anſwered the duke) but fate will ſome- 
times ſet itſelf in oppoſition to ſuch ge- 
neroſity: for as fate inſpires us with 
love, or with averſion, at its pleaſure, 
fo do we often conceive a hatred for 
what is deſign'd, and an inclination for 
what is deny'd us. It would therefore 
be much better, madam, to make your- 
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ſelf miſtreſs of your own fortune, with- 
out affecting the appearance of any ex- 
traordinary degree of ſelf. reſignation; 
which you may do this day, if you 
pleaſe to make uſe of the aſſiſtance offer- 
ed you, for preventing, for what I 
Know, your being made unhappy.” 


« WHAT! (aid Catharine) have 1 
nothing, Sir, to anſwer for but appear- 
ances —— and can a princeſs be eaſy 
in her own mind, while ſhe has any 
thing to reproach herſelf with ?” 


IN fine, madam, (ſaid the duke) 
I plainly ſee, that I cannot convince you 
by any reaſons I can offer; and that 
you may as eaſily triumph over my un- 
derſtanding as you have already tri- 
umphed over my heart. But reflect 
a little upon what F have ſaid, and 
think it not a trifling matter, becauſe 
upon what you now reſolve on depends 
your being either happy or unhappy 
'the remainder of your life.“ 


TE 


TI DERTe Prince of Wales. 4r 
Tux duke then took his leave in 


the moſt reſpectful manner, and retirgg_ 


to his camp, leaving Catharine in 


deepeſt meditation upon what- he had 


{aid to her. She conſidered what in- 
ducement he could have to fpeak in the 
manner he did, and concluded, that it 
proceeded Rami ſome little eſteem he 


might have for her. She found herſelf 


extremely perplexed how to determine 


upon this occafion, For on one fide it 
would have given her great pleaſure, to 
find, that nothing fucceededat the con- 
ference ; 'and; on the other, the was 
defirous to avoid all opportunities of be- 
ing in any ſhape obliged to the duke of 
Gloceſter, becauſe it would lay her un- 
der an obligation to-ſhew him that com- 
plaiſance, which he would naturally 
expect, when he found he could render 
himſelf ſerviceable to her. At laſt ſhe 
determined not to truſt to her own opi- 
nion, but preſently wrote a full account 
of the converſation ſhe had with the 
duke, to her beloved Tideric, whom 
the French policy had obliged to 

remain 
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remain at Paris, leſt his preſence might 


have furniſhed the Engliſh with a 


fible pretence for breaking off the 


conferences. 


Tip RIC had reaſon to be pleaſed 
with Catharine's conduct: however, he 
could not help being a little touched 


with jealouſy, but by his reaſon he ſoon 


got the better of that chimera; and 
not only adviſed the princeſs to make 


uſe of the duke's offer, but even not to 


be ſparing in her intreaties, if ſhe found 
it needſul, to prevail with him to break 
off the conference, from which they 
had both ſo much to fear. | 


CATHARINE madeno heſitation, af. 


ter having received Tidecic's conſent, 
but reſolved, within herſelf, the next 


viſit ſhe ſhould receive from the duke, 
to declare her ſentiments freely to him, 


In the mean time the duke of Glo- 
ceſter could not ſo eaſily determine 
how he was to act, as the princeſs Ca- 

tharine 


Tip ERIC Pr inceof Wales. 43 
tharine had done; for tho' ſhe had 


dropt no expreſſion that could enable. 


him to penetrate her private ſentiment, 


yet he ſuppoſed, that her rejecting 


what he had offered, proceeded from 

her ambition, rather than from any in- 

clination ſhe had for the king his bro- 
ther. He then began to conſider what 

might be moſt agreeable to himſelf, 
whether ſhe ſhould marry the young 
prinee his brother, or that he ſhould 
contrive methods for preventing the 
marriage ; and his firſt reſolution was, 
to leave the affair to take its own courſe, 
becauſe he thought it would be better 
for him to ſee Catharine the wife of his 
brother, than to leave her in France, 
where he ſhould never ſee her more. 
But as we uſually never deſpair, whilſt 
there is the leaſt foundation for hope, 
the duke came immediately to a reſo- 
Jution dire&ly contrary to that he had 
formed the moment before, He con- 
fidered, that his view to the crown was 
not very remote, and joining a great deal 
of love to alittle ambition, he began to 


fancy 


* ö 


— ** 
* 


Cad 


> 
EK—— ————ͤ P T P ⁵ĩ2„„„ͤ„ͤ5„vĩ —_— - = 

FS Fob 2 bh — — — Y : = 

— — — — — — _ — — — —'—— 

— 8 — f — — * PEE * 

1 4 — 92 — — *. _ — — mak; 7 —y wo 
OO FIT n : 
7 229 we Fe =. 


* — 


4 


— K ˙ þ © 
= 2 
3 


"PAT STI — 


— . 22 . — 
F — — 4 > 
N r * — 
5 9 * PT FFC 
8 — r a a — l 
q — 3 - 1 We oe 4. * 
Urn —— I % £ 
r — - T” *% x - — = \ 


W114; 


44 The LIFE of 
fancy that he might hope for the enjoy- 


ment of her whom he was going to a- 
akandon to another, in caſe he ſuffered 
the conferences to proceed any further. 


Tuts conſideration was of itſelf ſuf- 
ficient for determining him as to the 
part he was to act; and tho' in this he 
regarded more his own intereſt than 
that of the princeſs, yet nevertheleſs 
he reſolved to make a merit of it with 
her ; and going to pay her a viſit, af- 
ter the compliments uſual among per- 
ſons of ſuch rank, Well, madam, 
fays he, are you of the ſame opinion as 
when I ſaw you laſt, and do you ſtill 
think, that in order to preſerve a cha- 
racter, we are always obliged to do 
what is quite contrary to our inclinati- 


on? You have had time to think of it, 


and pardon me, if J tell you, madam, 
that with the gifts nature has ſo bounti- 
fully beſtowed on you, it would be 
downright obſtinacy to continue in the 
the ſame way of thinking.“ 


«& How 
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« How. prefling you are! (replied ® 
the princeſs) and cannot you ſee one” 


reſolve to do what duty preſcribes, 
without making them reflect upon what 
it will coſt them? I was going to con- 


form myſelf to what I thought my 


duty, without conſidering the conſe- 

uences; and Catharine had never 
ace what it was to diſcover to any 
one her inclinations, if a prince had 
not in ſuch a civil and obliging manner 
perſuaded her, that once in our lives it 
was neceſſary for our future repoſe, to 
have a will of our own.” 


© VES, madam, i is I who now tell 
it you again, (anſwered the duke) and 
I thank heaven for having opened your 
eyes with regard to an affair of ſuch im- 
portance as that now in queſtion, 
Conſider what misfortunes you are go- 
ing to expoſe yourſelf to, by purſui uing a 
falſe notion of honour; and how much 
you mult have regreted your being 
yourſelt the cauſe of all your ſuffer- 


ings. 
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ings. When a princeſs endued with 


o much ſpirit and good ſenſe as you 


are bleſſed with, is forced into a marriage 
founded upon nothing but political 
views, how much is ſhe to be pitied ? 
How much do I condemn the conduct 
of the great princes of this world, who, 
without conſulting their inclination, 
daily ſacrifice themſelves to ſome weak 
reaſon of ſtate? How much do they 
over-rate that vain glory they reſolved 
to acquire at the expence of their love ? 
and how often do they feel a bitter re- 
morſe, for having deprived themſelves 
of thoſe ſweet enjoyments that are to 
be found in an union of hearts, Ah ! 
madam, is there a ſting more ſevere 
than that of a ſecret and ſelf reproach ? 
And when we are in our ſenſes, and 
have our diſcretion about us, 1s there 
any thing we ought to covet more than 
that extatick pleaſure which 1s to be 
found only in a ſincere and mutual 
paſſion ? ” 


Tip ERIC Prince of Wales. 4 


«© O! my lord, (replied the princeſs) 
do not, I pray, letus enter too deep up- 
on this ſubjet; I ſhould be afraid 
of coming off with confuſion, For 
one reaſon that may be of my ſide, 
there are ſo many others that would 
make the world diſapprove my conduct, 
that I ſhould perhaps be the firſt to con- 
demn myſelf. We ought not to think 
too much upon what we are prompted 
to by inclination rather than duty; and 
the way to return ſoon to our duty is, 
to be convinced, that we forſook it with 
a very bad grace.” 


Map AM, (ſays the duke) 1 do not ft 
all diſtruſt the juſtice of my cauſe; for 


I could vindicate it againſt the whole 


world. But J ſhall talk no more of it; 
only I muſt beg of you to conſider, that 
my conduct with regard to my ſovereign 


ought not to be ſo much blamed as per- 


haps it will; ſince the rules of duty and 
the ties of blood are to be counted as no- 


thing, when one has been deeply ſtruck 
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43 The LIFE of 
by eyes ſo killing as yours. Les, ma- 


dam, it is they that are to direct the ne- 


gotiation at the conference; and if the 


duke of Gloceſter had never ſeen them, 


he would have had no other thought 
than that of facilitating a reaſonable ac- 
commodation, in order to ptevent thoſe 
ſtreams of blood that ate Soing to flow 


from this Ryans.” 


e ©, for God's fake, my . (cries 


the princeſs) leave the affair to take i its 
courſe, rather than that I ſhould be the 
cauſe of ſo many misfortunes.” 

& TIT is not to you, madam, (anſwers 
the duke) that the diſorders which are a- 


-bout to enſue,” ought to be imputed, 
'The duke of Gloceſter will have the 


greateſt ſhare in it: It is his love that is 


going to be the cauſe of events that will 


ſet Europe in a gaze; and his paſſion is 
of itſelf ſufficient to produce thoſe great 
effects, tho you bad never en your 
conſent,” 
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I withdraw it; (cries the princeſs) 

I ſhould chuſe to paſs my whole life in 

torment, rather than allow, that ſo many 

creatures ſhould be made unhappy, on 
account of any one's love for me. 


« Iwiſh to God, (anſwers the prince) 


that you felt as much for the duke of 


Gloceſter, as you feel for thoſe you do 
not know and that what I now ſuffer 


in reality, raiſed your compaſſion as 
much, as the ſufferings of others, which 


are as yet but in imagination. How 
heartily ſhould I expoſe myſelf to the 
moſt cruel torments, how well ſhould 
I think myſelf recompenſed, could the 
princeſs Catharine but one day fay, It is 
for me that the duke of Gloceſter has 
ſacrificed his country; he would al- 
ways have had the ſame regard for the 
intereſt of his king, as for that of his 
own, had he never fallen in love with 
me.—But I am in the wrong, madam, 
to think of recompence before I. have 
done any thing to deſerve it; and I 


ſhould be inexcuſable if it were not that 
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my imagination prevents the ſervices I 
intend to render you, and the idea pre- 
ſents itſelf in ſuch a lively manner to 
my mind, that I fancy I have already 
laid you under an obligation of making 


ſome acknowledgment to me,” 


 ArTER theſe words he was ſilent, 
and his ſilence embaraſſed the princeſs, 
who had not yet thought of an anſwer. 
But after recollecting herſelf a little, ſhe 
ſpoke thus: © Your having done me 
all the ſervices you talk of, is not neceſ- 
fary, my lord, for moking me ſenſible 
how much I am obl: ged to you; and 


from the polite manner in which you 


have already treated me, I ſhould be 
guilty of the utmoſt ingratitude, did I 
not acknowledge the great obligations 
I am under towards you. Time will 
furniſh me with the means of ſhewing 
my thankfulneſs; and till then, believe 
me, my lord, that I am not by nature 
inclined to forget the favcurs I have re- 
ceived,” | 


THE 
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Tux duke thanked the princeſs for 
the teſtimonies ſhe gave him of her 
goodneſs, and after adding a thouſand 
pretty things concerning his paſſion, he 
took his leave, in order to go about put- 
ting in execution what he had promi- 
ſed her: And he took care to neglect 
nothing that was neceſſary for the pur- 
poſe; for he managed ſo artfully the 
minds of thoſe he had to do with, that 
the Engliſh added ſuch a number of 
new demands, to thoſe they had already 
made at the beginning of the congreſs, 
that it was entirely broke up. Both 
parties then began to prepare for all 
ſorts of hoſtilities allowed of in war ; 
and the duke of Gloceſter, after hav- 
ing paid a viſit to the princess, and made 
new proteſtations of his love, followed 
the court of his ſovereign. 
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＋ 1 D ERIC 404 this princeſs hav- 


oh A — 
— Sg 


ing been thus delivered from the 
ee which theſe long negoti- 
ations had thrown them into, they be- | 
gan to conſider of the moſt proper mea- ; 
ſures for guarding againſt future ; and 
after the moſt maturede'iberation, they 
both concluded, that in order to have 
nothing more to fear, it was neceſſary 
to try every methcd * getting their de- 
ſign approved of. They agreed at laſt 
upon what was proper to be done for 
ſecuring ſucceſs ; and it was reſolved, 
that Tideric ſhould uſe all his art for 
geiting into the good graces of madam 
de Giac, a lady who had a great aſcen- 
dant over the duke of Burgundy, and 
to whom the Dauphin likewiſe made 
his addreſſes ſecretly. x 
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ſhe judged it as yet im proper to menti- 


on the affair of his love, as ſhe thought, 


that whilſt the kingdom was every 
Where in ſuch confuſion, it was a time 
very unfit for a nuptial ceremony; and 
the was in the right; for what would 
the people have thought of giving a new 
provocation to the king of England ? 
Would it not have been faid to be a 
delign to ſet the whole kingdom of 
France in a flame, which it was too 
much already, to marry Catharine to 
another, after having refuſed her to a 
prince whoſe love had perhaps contri- 
buted more than his ambition to the 


preſent war? Madam de Giac brought 


even Tideric himſelf over to her ſenti- 
ments; and ſhe promiſed him, that 
whilſt ſhe had any credit at court, no- 


thing prejudicial to his intereſt thould 
be reſolved on. 


TRESE aſſurances gave the prince 
ſome conſolation; and he appriſed Ca- 
tharine of every thing that had paſſed 
between him and that lady. "They 


K* 2 were 
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were both ſatisfied, as they ſaw it was 
then impoſſible to do better; but the 
little repoſe they enjoyed was ſoon in- 
terrupted by great troubles. Tideric, 
who continued to viſit madam de Giac, 
and to neglect nothing that might teſ- 
tify his attachment to her, ſoon overact- 
ed his part, at leaſt in the imagination 
of Catharine; and her jealouſy was in- 
creaſed hy ſome buly talebearers, who 
aſſured her that Tideric was in love 

with that Iady; and that he was not 


diſappointed, for thatiſhe was as fond 


11 n as he could be of her. 


T HESE reports had as great an effect 


as could be expected; and as that princeſs 
moſt tenderly loved Tideric, ſhe high- 
ly reſented his ſuppoſed infidelity.” Ti- 
deric ſoon perceived that ſhe had ſome- 
thing at heart, and having nothing to 
reproach himſelf with, he accoſted her 
with that open countenance which is 
the conſtant companion of a clear con- 
ſcience. 
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e WHAT, madam, ſays he, does not 
fortune load us with efffictions enough, 
and while ſhe lets us enjoy ſome ſort of 
eaſe, muſt we contribute to render 
ourſeives unhappy ? Whence comes this 


change which 1 ſee in the countenance 
of my princeſs ? and does ſhe not know, 


that Tideric cannot fee there the leaſt 
fign of grief, without feeling at the ſame 
time the molt cruel fit of ſorrow? ”? . 


Hz faid no more; and he had not 


the leaſt expectation of any reproach, 


when the princeſs, looking ſternly at 
him, ſaid, Do you yet pretend to de- 
ceive me? and do you think that I am 
not enough acquainted with your per- 
fidy to diſtruſt whatever you can fay ?”” 
* WHarT, madam |! (replies Tideric) 
Does my princeſs accuſe me? Can ſhe 
ſuſpe& my being deficient in any thing 
I owe to my love? Ah! madam, (con- 
tinues he) there is no more comfort 
for me. To have diſpleaſed you but 
D 4 ONCE 
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once in my life, IS enough to deprive 
me for ever of joy.” 


TuzsE words which he pronounced 
ia the moſt tender manner, gave Ca- 
tharine a good deal of pain; and as ſhe 
withed to find that he could juſtify him- 
ſelf, ſhe reſolved to give him an oppor- 
tunity; therefore, reſuming the diſ- 
courſe, the ſaid, What, prince, I am 
in the wrong then, am !? and can you 
pretend you bave any great love for 
me, when you leave me for madam de 
Giac? Is it not her that is the cauſe 
of your almoſt thinking no more of a 
princeſs, who, if ſhe had been allowed, 
would have facrificed every thing to 
follow you; and yet nevertheleſs to 
me there ſeems to be ſome difference 
between her and me: Any one who 
had the leaſt tenderneſs in his heart, 
would put a very great difterence be- 
tween a coquettiſh lady, and a princeſs 
who knows not what it is to be artful, * 
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T1DERIC he d ſome difficulty to pre- 
vent his interrupting the princeſs, but 


finding ſhe had done, What, madam, 


(fays he, in a ſurprize) I love madam de 
Giac! upon what, I beg of you, could 
you found ſuch a ſuſpicion | ? Havela 
thought but for my princeſs; and the 
indifference which people ſce I have for 
the reſt of the ſex, is it not a proof that 
you are the ſole and whole miſtreſs of 
my ſoul? Was it not you, madam, 
that obliged me to viſit madam de Giac? 
and ſuppoling you were not in my eyes 
the moſt beautiful princeſs the world 
ever beheld, do you think I could in- 
dulge a paſſion for a lady whom I know 
to be other wiſe engaged, or that Tideric 
would not be proud enough to diſdain a 
heart which he. maſt hold in partnerſhip 
with the duke of Burgundy ? 


e Tu conduct of princes (replies 
Catharine) is often guided by a little 
love and a great deal of policy; and, to 
moit people, that ſeems founded on 

LW 5 true 


be LE „ 
true love, which at bottom is nothing 
but ambition * 


« BAN ISH, madam, (fays Tideric) 


that thought from your breaſt : 'No one 
can anſwer with greater confidence u 
on that head than I can. I have a juſt 
fenſe of your high birth; but if I ſuſ- 
pected, that you would entertain the 
addiefles of any other, I ſhould value 
you as nothing: In the levity of your 
mind, I ſhould find an effectual cure for 
the deepeſt wound received from the 
beauties of your perſon.“ 


« Why then (replies the princeſs) 
ſhould you blame me, for finding fault 
with your intriguing with two ladies at 


a time? or why ſhould not I upon this 


head be as delicate as you? 


« An! madam, (anſwers the prince) 
do you think the wounds you have 
given me are not dangerous enough, 
without adding poiſon to them? Have 
not I told you, that I ſhould never have 

155 2 viſited 


TipE RIC Prince of Wales.] 59 


viſited madam de Giac, if you had not 
given me your orders? And if you as 


well as I had not thought, that ſhe 


might be uſeful to us in our affair, you 
know that I ſhould never have thought 


of paying her a viſit. But ſince you 


are ſeeking a breach with me upon ſo 
frivolous a pretence as this, I ſhall leave 


vou to judge from the conſequences 


what was my concern with that 
lady. 


J am not ſecking (ſays the prin- 
ceſs, interrupting him) to break with 
you : I am ſo far from defiring to find 
you guilty, that nothing could give me 
greater joy than to be convinced of your 
Innocence.” | 


Trey ſaid, beſides, a thouſand ſoft 
things to one another, and in ſhort they 
came at lait to a hearty reconciliation, 
ſo that they parted as much ſatisfied 
with each other as they had ever been 
before. However, the prince reſolved 
to pay no more viſits: to the lady who 
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had been the cauſe of their quarrel; 
and he perſiſted fo long in this reſoluti- 
on, that he ſeemed to have a preſenti- 
ment of the misfortune that was to 
happen to him from that quarter. But 
the princeſs ſoon repented of having in- 
terrupted a correſpondence fo neceſſary 
for their deſigns. She was the firſt to 
beg of the prince to renew it; and it 
was not till after it had like to have oc- 
caſioned a new quairel, that the prince 
would conſent to renew -his viſits to 
madam de Giac. 

In a few days after, he went and paid 
her a viſit; and it required no long 
time to regain the place he had ſormer- 
ly had in her eſteem. She even placed 
a greater confidence in him than ſhe 
had ever done before; and as he had 


concealed from her nothing of what 


he had moſt at heart, ſhe refolved to do 
the ſame by him: She even imparted 
to him the affection ſhe had for the 
duke of Burgundy. Tideric with plea- 
ſure took part in this intrizue ; belieu- 
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ing it to be the beſt method for oblig- 
ing both theſe lovers to take the more 
care of his affairs. He was often of 


great ſervice in the little ſquabbles that 


happened between them; and the duke 
of Burgundy, not to be behind hand 
with his friend, took alſo great care to 
be of ſervice to him with the princeſs 
Catharine ; and when occaſion offered, 
he did all he could to perſuade that 
princeſs, that he would always, to the 
utmoſt of his power, endeavour to pre- 
vent any thing being done that might 


be of prejudice to their views of love. 


Tu a'l lived in a ſweet enough 
tranquillity, when that curſed paſſion 
which had already occaſioned ſo much 
uneaſineſs to our lovers, compleated 
the ruin of their hopes. Madam de 
Giac moſt tenderly loved the duke; 
and as it 1s eſſential to jealouſy to be a- 
larmed at every ſhadow, this lady fan- 
cied that the duke had an affection for 
the counteſs de Foix, and of courſe ſup- 
poſed, that every little civility he ſhew- 
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ed to that lady, was a proof of his love. 

She even imagined, that he had no long- 

er any thing but a coldneſs for her; 

and it is impoſſible to deſcribe what | 

Tavages theſe thoughts made in her | 
mind. At laſt ſhe became moſt furi- 

ouſly jealous; and, thinking that the 

duke ought to ſacrifice every thing for 

her, ſhe treated him with ſuch haughti- 

neſs, that the unhappy lover, after ſuf- 
fering many inſults, was obliged to for- 

Take her, without having ever been able 

to learn the cauſe of his misfortune. 


E a 


Tip ERIC had no fooner intimat ion 
of what paſſed, than he endeavoured to . 
reconcile them ; but he found them on 
both fides ſo exaſperated againſt each 
other, that when he ſpoke of the affair 
to the duke, he could draw from him 
no more than that madam de Giac was 
an ingrate, and from that lady he re- 
turned as little ſatisfied, for {ſhe would 
give him nothing for anſwer, but that 
he did not know his fiiend, who was 
downright a traitor. He tried to ſoften 

their 
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their paſſion, but in this he had as lit- 
tle ſucceſs, ſo that he was obliged to 


leave them both to themſelves, without 


having learned any thing more than 
that they were both extremely inraged. 
0 


HowEvVveR, as he was not ignorant 
of what frequently happens between 
lovers, he was not much ſurprized at all 


this: He believed, that a few days 


would put an end to their difference ; 


and that it was beſt to give them time 


of themſelves to recover that tenderneſs 
they had formerly had for each other. 
He neglected not to fee them daily; 
but he avoided talking to them any 
more of their conteſt; as he thought 
that a tète a teEte converſation would o- 


perate more towards a reconciliation, 


than all that he could fay to them. 


Tuvus matters ſtood for ſome days, 


and Tideric beginning to apprehend 


that it would be more difficult to adjuſt 
them, than he at firſt imagined; andthat 
this difterence, if it continued, might 
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be of the moſt fatal conſequence to 


him and the princeſs Catharine, he did 
not think it proper to let theſe two 
lovers accuſtom themſclves to this cold- 
neſs ; and he reſolved the nooner to try 
what could be done, as he knew that 
the duke and he were that very evening 
to ſet out upon a little progreſs. For 
this reaſon he went directly to wait on 
madam de Grc, and accoſting her 
with the moſt lively picture of grief in 
his countenance, *©* Well, madam, (ſays 
he) will you always continue to afflict 
your ſriends? and ſuppoſing you ſhould 
have no regard for them, can you any 


longer behold the ſufferings of a prince 


whom your cruelty has reduced to de- 
{pair ? The duke of Burgundy is no 
more himſelf: He may pretend as much 
as he will to affect a falſe gaiety: 
Through all his conſtraints we may 
read the pangs of his heart; and one 


may ſoon ſee that he cannot be at eaſe, 


unleſs you alter your conduct in regard 
to him,” 


«© You 
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« You are miſtaken, my lord, (an- 


ſwers madam de Giac) the duke is not ſo 
tender hearted as you imagine: After 


having offended me in ſo cruela manner, 
e it he has made ſo much as one ſtep to- 
wards appeaſing me: Were you in the 
place of a lady, what would you think 


ofa lover who, upon any miſunderſtand- 


ing, ſhould hold you at the ſtaff's end, 
with reſpect to the ccremony of making 


the firſt ſubmiſſion? “ 

<« I ſhould think, —_ (replies 
Tideric) that ſuch a lover was moſt 
paſſionately fond of me, and that not 
being able to endure my having wrong- 
fully accuſed him, be could not bear 
coming to a vinJication, which is gene- 
rally a ſign of guilt.“ 


«© You ſpend your time in vain, 
my lord; (anſwers madam de Giac) 
and whatever pains you may take to 
juſtify your fi iend, you cannot perſuade 
me that he loves me, ſince after having 
pro- 
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66 The LIFE of 
promiſed me never more to ſce madam 


de Foix, he nevertheleſs continues to 
viſit her with more alſiduity than ever.” 


Ah! madam, (replies! T eric) 
Is * all the crime the duke h:s been 
guilty of? How, do you think, can 


he avoid thoſe civilities which a lady 
of her quality has a right to expect? 


and beſides, are they not due to the at- 
tachment which that lady's ſpouſe has 


always ſhewn for the e elt of the 
duke?“ 


* Doxs he owe nothing to me, (an- 
ſwers madam de Giac) who have done 
more for him than either the houſe of 
Foix, or my own ? Monſicur and ma- 
dam de Foix have attached themſelves 
to the duke of Burgundy, becauſe they 
found their account in it; but for me, 
I have ſacrificed the friendſhip of my 
huſband, and even what 1 owed to m 
own character, for the ſake of attaching 
myſelf to his perſon alone.” 
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I know, madam, (replied Tideric) 
that the duke is obliged to you; but 1 
| alſo know, that he is far from being 
backward in acknowledging it; and if 
you ſhould come to an explanation wih 
him upon that ſubject, you would be 
the firſt to 5 that you have 
very improperly taken the alarm. Try 
only, if what J ſay be true, and you 


” find that you have no ſooner made 


one ſtep than the duke will make two.“ 


«© WrarT! (cries madam de Giac) 
muſt I make the firſt advance? Tru- 
ly, my lord, I always hitherto took you 
for my friend, but now I do not know 
what to think, you have juſt given me 
ſuch an advice as ought to make me 
doubt it extremely.“ 

66] have told you, madam, (ane 
the prince coldly) what I ſhould do my- 
ſelf were I in your place. You. know 


that if we will entertain a correſpon- 


dence with people, we muſt generally 
become a little tractable, and accommo- 


date 
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date onrſclves to their humours. You 
are well enough acquainted wich the 


duke of Burgundy to know, that he 


cannct cafily bring himſelf to ſubmit, 
when he thinks he. has reaſon of his 
ſide. In th's affair he is perſuaded 
that you are to blame; and you are 


thereupon to conſider what part te 
act. 37 
«© Wnar a cruel thing it is to be in 
love; (cries madam de Giac) and muſt 
we for plcaſures which conſiſt only in the 
imagination, ſubmit to be controlled in 
our will? Well then, my prince, I muſt 
believe you, and I will diſclaim nothing 


of what you may think proper to ſay 


as from me, to the duke of Burgundy, 


upon the progreſs you are to make with 


him.” 


«© THAT is not enough, madam, 
(ſays Tideric) you ought to write to 
him ; for -a lover does not always give 
ciedit even to bis friend in what he 
may fay to him as from his miſtreſs ; 


and 


: 
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and when any litile broil happens be- 
tween them, he is ſuſpicious of every 


thing that may be ſaid upon that head. 


He oſten imagines that people conceal 
from him his misfortune; and howeyer 
circumſtantial they may be, if they 
have nothing in writing to ſupport what 
they ſay, it perſuades him much more 
of the friendſhip of him who ſpeaks to 


him, than of the ſincerity of her who - 


was the cauſe of his torment.” 


«© You deſire too much, my prince, 
(anſwers madam de Giac) and to make 
uſe of your own terms, do you ſhew 
yourſelt a little tractable? Conſider 
that what I have already done, is for a 
lady, as much as ſhe ought to do.“ 


„ Tagree with you, madam, (replies 
Tideric) but ſince you have already 
gained lo fir on yourſelf, do not ſtop, 
I beg, madam, at what remains, which 
is but a meer tr.fle, Do not refuſe th's 
ſatisfaction to the duke of Burgundy 
who adores you,” 


'LALK 
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e TALK no more of it, my prince, 
(cries madam de Giac.) You ought 
not to deſire of your friends any thing 
more than what I have done. If peo- 
ple are reaſonable, I have done enough ; 
and it is from their own conduct alone 
they cad expect any other marks of my 
complaiſance.“ | 


TID ERIC made ſtill ſome more ef- 
forts to bring her to what he deſired, 
but finding it was all in vain, he took 
Bis leave, after having begged of her to 
reflect upon what he had ſaid. He was 
ſcarcely got out of the houſe, when ſhe 
began to meditate upon it, and ſhe ſoon 


repented of her haughtineſs. She even 
began to conſider, that princes would 


not be treated like thoſe of inferior 
rank; and that none ought to engage 
themſelves in an intrigue with perſons 
of that rank, if they were not reſolved 
to bear with a thouſand little conceits, 


which they were free from in other en- 


gagements. 


THESE 


TI D ERIC Prince of Wales. 71 


THEsE confiderations had a greater 


effect upon her mind than all that Ti- 


deric had ſaid to her. She immediate- 


ly called for pen, ink, and paper; and 


had but juſt ſealed Her letter, . that 
prince's ſecretary, who had been told 
that his maſter was at her houſe, came 
thither in ſearch of him. Madam de 


Gu happened by chance at that in- 


ſtant to look out at the window, and 
ſeeing him, aſked, who that gentleman 
was. Upon being informed that he 
belonged to Tideric, ſhe ordered to call 
him up to her; and as ſhe was impa- 
tient for Tideric's having her leiter, 
without directing it, ſhe gave it to bis 
ſecretary to cairy to him. 


Tu ſecretary went preſently to the 
hotel where his maſter lodged, and not 
finding him there, he ſuppoſed he ſhould 
hear of him at the princeſs Catharine's, 
He found her juſt ſtepping into her 
coach, and was going to retire ; but ſhe 
knowing that he belonged to Tideric, 


and 
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and perceiving that he was in ſearch of 
ſome one, ordered him to be called, 
and aſked him, who it was he wanted. 


The ſccretary without ſcruple told her, 


he wanted his maiter, and that he had 


ſomething to tell him, and likewiſe a 
a letter to deliver to him from madam 
de Giac. 


Tuxsx laſt words. pierced the heart 


of the princeſs: She that moment felt 


all the fire of jealouſy which that lady 


had before occaſioned, rekindle in her 


breaſt; and being reſolved to diſcover 
whether it was well founded or no, 
Let me have that letter, (ſays the to 
the ſecretary. ) Your maſter is rot now 
here; he is juft ſet out with the duke 
of Burgundy, and I will take care he 
ſhall have it by a couiler that is to be 
ſent after them. There it is, madam ; 
(anſwers. the ſecretary) and in putting it 
into her hand, he told her, that ſhe 
would fee him from a great anxiety, 
as he could not carry it himſelf, without 


putting 
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putting off a journey he was ordered 
upon about his maſter's buſineſs. 


Tux princeſs took care to let nothing 


of what ſhe had at heart appear. She 
even would not return to her apartment, 
for fear of raiſing ſome ſuſpicion about 
this letter; and having ſhortened her 
devotions at the church ſhe was going 


to, ſhe returned home, where ſhe was 


no ſooner arrived, than ſhe ſhut herſelf 
up in her cloſet, and pulling this fatal 
letter out of her pocket, ſhe opened it, 
and read as follows : - 


Mx Prince; 


Tf to be extremely jealous, be a fign of 
being infinitely in love, there is nothing 
can come near to that of mine. But who 
can prevent having a ſuſpicion, when there 
74 ſo much ground for it as you have given 
me? Who is ſhe that would pardon the 
affection you ſo plainly ſhew for another? 


Do not pretend to ſatisfy me with politi- 
cal reaſons, which ſome have already en- 


deavoured 
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deavoured to paſs upon me. That is a 
coin which will not paſs with ſo Clear- 
fighted a lover as Tam. I know the dif- 
ference between attachments of policy and 
thoſe of love; and when I am convinced 
that you bave none of the latter but with 
me, you ſhall find me what heretofore 1 
ever Was, 


Your moſt faithful, 


And conſtant admirer, 


CHAT. IF... 

HIS letter being without any 
F direction, had almoſt made the 
poor princeſs die of grief. She did not 
in the leaſt doubt but that it was deſign- 
ed for Tideric ; and feeling her heart 
torn to pieces by the rage of jealouſy, 
«© What, Tideric ! (cries ſhe in an in- 
Nant) Is this the return thou mak'ſt for 


that ſincere love I had for thee ? Thoſe. 


teſtimonies which thou. waſt ſo preſſing 
_ to 


1 


„. e 
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to give me of thine, were they cruelly 


deſigned for nothing but the more to 


deceive me? Is this, perfidious ! the 
fruit of the promiſes thou haſt made 
me ? and what is become of thoſe oaths 


which thou didſt render agreeable to 
me by a thouſand affurances never to 


ceaſe loving me? Ungrateful man! 
J do not defice thee to conſider how. 
much any other in thy place would have 
thought himſelf obliged to me. I de- 
fire only to convince thee by the ten- 
derneſs of that heart which thou haſt 
deceived, and which fhall make thee 
confeſs, that thou haſt behaved like 


the moſt villanous of men.” 


SEE ſaid no more, but by the ſettled 


fadneſs in her countenance one might 


have ſeen, that by theſe complaints her 
grief was no way aſſwaged. She pre- 
tended to be taken ill, in order-that the 
might not be interrupted ; and then a- 
gain ſhe renewed her complaints againſt 
the unhappy T1Jeric. 
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Bur if this letter made ſuch an im- 
preſſion upon the mind of the tender- 


hearted princeſs, ſhe was not the only 
one it made undergo the moſt cruel 
tormen:'s. Madam de Giac being igno- 
rant of the fate of her letter, expected an 


anſwer from day to day, and every lit- 


tle noiſe ſhe heard in her antichamber 


ſhe believed to be a courier from the 
duke of Burgundy. It was ſome time 
before ſhe could let herſelf believe that 
he had entirely forſaken her, But 


finding at laſt, that ſhe had no anſwer 


from him, ſhe no longer doubted of his 


inconſtancy, and ſhe became ſo con- 
- firmed in her ſuſpicion, that ſhe grew 


quite mad with jealouſy. She com- 
plained full as bitterly againſt the duke, 
as the princeſs had done againſt Tideric 

but ſhe did not ſtop there; for as he 
thought ſhe had more than ordinary 
grounds of complaint againſt her lover ; 
and as to theſe ſhe added her reſent- 
ment of this mark of contempt, which 
= gn Ee had upon this laſt oc- 


caſion 
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caſion put upon her, ſhe let her revenge 
tranſport her into ſentiments quite in- 
conſiſtent with the character of a woman 
in love; and as ſhe found a moſt extra- 
ordinary pleaſure in theſe ſentiments, 


ſhe ſoon formed a deſign as extraordi- 


nary for ſatisfying her revenge. 


IT is true, the love ſhe had formerly 


had for the duke often recurred to her 


thoughts, and ſeemed ſometimes to re- 
proach her with the fatal reſolution ſhe 
had taken againſt him; but in 17 — 
theſe reflections had but little effect, and 
the thoughts of what he had Rods 
committed getting the better of thoſe 
dying ſparks of love which ſtill remain- 
ed, ſhe no longer gave ear to any thing 
but her reſentment. 


In the mean time the Dauphin was 
informed of the miſunderſtanding that 
had happened between theſe two lovers, 
He was glad to take advantage of their 
{quabble, and to ſucceed in it with the 
more caſe, he took care to have ſeveral 
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ſecret interviews with madam de Giac- 
Theſe two ſoon fell into the fame way 


of thinking; for the Dauphin thought 


he had reaſon to wiſh the duke no good, 
and beſides took umbrage at the too 
great power he was poſſeſſed of; and 
he made no difficulty in opening his 
mind to madam de Gize, and hinting 
to her what a pleaſure it would be to 


him to find an opportunity for reveng- 
ing himſelf. 


Tuis conformity in their paſſions 


produced a moſt ſtrict union between 


them. They ſoon reſolved upon the 
deſtruction of that prince, and thought 
no more but of the methods of execut- 
ing the more caſily their deſign. In 
this they found _ difficulty ; but the 
duke himſelf opened them a way. He 
was ſtill as much in love with madam 
de Giac as ever, and not being able 
to bear any longer the impatience he 
was under, for ſceing her again, he 


thought beſt to overlook any failings 
ſhe had been guilty of with reſpet to 


him, 


li 
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him. He wrote her a letter, in which 
he expreſſed his paſſion in ſo warm a 
manner, as would have made any other 
but her alter their way of thinking; but 
the was fo perſuaded of the prince's in- 
conſtancy, that ſhe did not ſo much as 
once reflect upon what had paſſed be- 
tween her and the duke. However, 
ſhe read this letter over and over again; 
and pauſing at that part of it where he 
begged of her to come and ſee him, 


Les, yes, perfidious wretch ! (ſays 


ſhe) I ſhall go to ſee thee as thou de- 


ſireſt; but it ſhall be to imitate, and 


to revenge myſelt of thy treachery.” 
SHE preſently fent and deſired the 


Dauphin to meet her at their uſual 


place of rendezvous, when they had any 
thing to communicate to one another ; 
which that prince did not fail to do, 
and madam de Giac delivering into his 
hands the leiter ſhe had received from 
the duke, ſaid thus: My lord, there's 
a fine opportunity for catching the trai- 


tor. I muſt comply with his re queſt, 


E 4 1 
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I muſt go to ſee him. I know how to 

diſſemble with him as well as he has | 

done with me. Yes, my lord, (conti- | 

pues ſhe) I can keep ſuch a guard upon 

myſelf, that he ſhall not have the leaſt - 
-g:ound to ſuſpect what I have at heart; 

and when we are together, it is your 

buſineſs to find ſome pretence for draw- 

ing hm to what place you think con- | 

venient. I will manage it ſo as that he 

ſhail of himſelf fall into the trap; and 

even tho' he ſhould have a thouſand 

p:elages of what is to happen to him, 

I know how to ſet him above all fear; 

and thus without much trouble, I ſhall 

put you in a way of getting rid of any 

uneaſineſs he can ever give you.“, 
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Tu is treachery at firſt appeared hor- 
rible to the Dauphin ; he bore indeed 
no good will towards the duke of Bur- 
oundy ; but he thought there was too 
much baſeneſs in this way of revenging | 
himſelf; and it is certain he had never 
approved of it, if he had had to do with 
none but this lady; but ſhe got her 
. Þ = ſcheme 
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ſcheme enforced by thoſe ſhe knew to 


have the greateſt influence over his ind. 


They ſet before his eyes, in the ſtrong- 
eſt light, the ambition of the duke of 
Burgundy, and the deſign he had al- 
ways appeared to have of rendering 
himſelf ſupreme. Then they made him 
recollect the murder of the duke of Or- 
leans, and the carrying off the queen 
While ſhe was at Tours; and they 
made him believe, that all the duke's 
actions tended to nothing leſs than that of 
ſecuring to himſelf the crown. In ſhort 
they knew ſo well how to come upon 
his blind fide, that he let himſelf be 
drawn in to whatever they had a mind, 


IT was therefore reſolved, that while 
madam de Giac ſhould be with the 
duke, the Dauphin ſhould cauſe pro- 
poſe to him an interview, under colour 
of its being for the good of the publick, 
and that they ſhould take that opportu- 
nity to rid themſelves of him. No ſoon- 
er was this reſolved on than that lady 
{et out upon her viſit to the duke, _ 

8 received 
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received her moſt tenderly”; and with- 
out reproaching her in the leaſt, he re- 
ſtored her to the ſame place in his heart 
ſhe had before enjoyed. Madam de 
Giac therefore reſolved on her part to 
avoid any ſort of explanation, and to the 
duke's misfortune ſhe ſaid not a word to 
him of the letter which ſhe imagined 
he had received by the hands of Ti- 
deric; for had ſhe diſcovered that he 
had not been guilty of that neglect, 
which had filled her heart with ſo much 
rage, it is not to be preſumed, that ſhe - 
would have perſiſted in ſuch a cruel re- 
ſolution ; but as ſhe made no ſuch diſ- 
covery, ſhe locked upon the duke's 
making no excuſe for that neglect as a 


new inſult, which inflamed afreſh her 
reſentment. 


Two days after, there arrived a cou- 
rier from the Dauphin, as had been 
concerted ; and upon opening the pac- 
ket, the doke found, that the Dauphin 
defired a conference with him at Mon- 
tercau, which — him a good deal of 

| uncaſi- 
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uneaſineſs, as he was under ſome diffi- 
culty what anſwer to return; for tho' 
he was well enough diſpoſed to grant 
what was aſked, in hopes that it might 


ſome way contribute to the good of the 


publick, yet nevertheleſs he had his fears, 
as he was conſcious of having often given 


the Dauphin cauſe not to be ſatisfied 


with his conduct. He therefore thought 
it inconſiſtent with diſcretion to truſt 
himſelf in the hands of that prince ; bur 
madam de Grace came at the nick of 
time to diſſipate his apprehenſions. 


SHE repreſented to him, that he 
would be anſwerab'e for all the misfor- 
tunes that might happen to France, it 
upon chimerical fuſpicions he refaſed 


an interview that might be of ſo much 


ſervice to the publick ; and moreover, 
that he was in the wrong to diſtruſt the 
Dauphin's word of honour, who having, 
ſincerely reconciled himſelf to him, 
might perhaps break off all future cor- 
reſpondence, when he found he had to 
do with a prince ſo ſuſpicious.. Theſe 

KG reaſons 
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reaſons had greater weight than all that 


were given him for taking care to guard 


againſt the reſentment of the Dauphin; 


therefore he diſpatched a courier to that 
prince, to acquaint him, that he would 
not fail being at Montereau-Faut-yonne 
the day appointed. 


In ſhort, it being impoſſible for him 
to avoid his deſtiny, he went thither ac- 
companied by a few guards; but the 


journey proved fatal to him, for he was 


killed by the Dauphin's people, juſt as 
he alighted in order to go and pay his 


reſpects to the Dauphin, who waited 


for him upon the bridge. 


15 Tux death of the duke of Burgundy 


was a ſurprize to the whole kingdom of 


France. The Dauphin was generally, 
and by every one, charged with the 


murder; and by the great commotions 
upon that occaſion, he ſoon ſaw how 
dearly he would be-made to pay, for 
having followed ſuch wicked counſels. 


Madam de Giac was 1n raptures for hav- 
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ing ſucceeded ſo well in her revenge 
but the unhappy Tideric, who foreſaw 


the neceſſary conſequences of that acci- 


dent, was no ſooner informed of it than 
he bemoaned it in the moſt grievous 
manner. He had never quitted the 
duke of Burgundy, until that prince ſet 
out upon his journey to Montereau ; and 
he took that opportunity to go to viſit 


the princeſs, to whom he had wrote two. 


letters, without receiving any anſwer. 
He could not comprehend from whence 


this happened; and reſolving to know 


the cauſe, he repaired to her apartment, 


the moment he arrived at Troyes, where 
the court then was, 


He found the princeſs in her cloſet, 


and expected to be received in the uſual 


manner ; when Catharine, looking- at 
him with eyes that darted fire, and in 
which the rage of her mind was moſt 
truly repreſented, © Get you gone, trai- 
tor ! (cries ſhe) go, make the moſt 


of the death of the duke of Burgundy : 


He Will! no more interrupt you in your 
ä amours: 
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amours: The interruption he gave to 
your pleaſures has, I fear, coft him his 
le.” 


Ir is impoſſible to expreſs the effect 
theſe words produced in the ſoul df the 
unhappy Tideric. For ſome time he 
ſtood motionleſs, without knowing 
where he was, or what had befallen 


him; after which, recovering a little, 


he attempted to aſk the princeſs what 
ſhe had to charge him with; but ſhe 
prevented him; for as ſoon as he began 
to open his mouth, ſhe ſtarted from her 
chair, Gct you hence, I fay once 
more; (cries ſhe) and know, that I'il 
have no explanation with ſuch atraitor.” 
At the ſame time ſhe flung open the 
door, and this unfortunate lover, ſceing 
himſelf drove out by her he adored, was 
obliged to obey, without being ever able 
to prevail with her to hear one word in 


* 


Ix is certain that the confuſion he 
was in would have ſufhciently pointed 
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out his innocence, even to the princeſs, 
if ſhe had not been ſo prepoſſeſſed of his 
infidelity. But ſhe had in her hands 
wherewithal to baniſh every doubt ſhe 
could entertain upon that head; and 
when any ſuch preſented itſelf to her 
mind, ſhe would pull out of her pocket 
the fatal letter above mentioned, and 
caſting her eye upon it, would cry, 
AI his is the ſincere lover to whom all 
this is wrote : This is he who at the 
time he was making me innume- 
rable proteſtations of his love, was en- 
deavouring to perſuade another, that all 
his profeſſions to me proceeded from 
nothing but meer policy. No, no, per- 
fidious wretch'! {continued ſhe) thou 
ſhalt no more deceive me. 1 know that 
I ought to diſtruſt my own weakneſs ; 
and leſt I ſhonld be impoſed on by thy 
artifice, the ſureſt way to prevent it is, 


never to have any ſort of correſpondence 
with * . 


Wu 1 LST the princeſs entertained 
DIR with theſe thoughts, and Tideric 


had 
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had no thought of any thing but deſpair, 
Philip, duke of Burgundy, who had 
ſucceeded his father, meditated a cruel 
revenge againſt the Dauphin. He aſ- 
ſembled all thoſe he thought in his in- 
tereſt, and having conſulted with the 
wiſeſt and moſt able, he ſent one of his 
confidents to the king of England, and 
concluded an alliance with him, which 
brought France within an inch of its 
ruin, Moſt of the grandees declared 
themſelves of his fide; and they were 
the more eafily induced thereto, as the 
duke made uſe of the king's name for 
authoriſing every thing he did. In ſhort 


he did with that prince whatſoever he 


would; as he ſoon after made appear 
by an enterprize, in which he ſucceed- 
ed; for he not only concluded a marri- 
age between Henry and Catharine, but 
farther, he prevailed with the king to 


declare the Dauphin incapable of ſuc- 
ceeding to the crown; and fully to 
compleat the duke's revenge, that prince 
cauſed his own ſon to be baniſhed the 
kingdom, and the king of England de- 

8 | clared 
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clared his lawful ſucceſſor, by an act of 


patliament. 


AFTER theſe april fits of mad- 
neſs, Henry repaired to the court then 
at Troyes, took the reins of government 


into his hands, ſecured himſelf of Paris 


and the principal cities in the kingdom, 
and then prepared for eſpouſing the 


princeſs, who had brought him to ſo 


much grandeur. 


TID ERIC had ſome time before been 
appriſed by the duke of Burgundy of 
what was tranſacting; and perceiving 
his utter inability to prevent it, he came 
to a ſtrange reſolution. Being now de- 
prived of all hopes of ſucceſs in his amo- 
rous purſuits, he began to deſpiſe the 
ſmiles as well as the frowns of fortune. 
The only joy, the only hope he had now 
left was, now and then to ſee the object 
of his love, tho at a diſtance, and 


without this it was impoſſible for him 
to live, therefore he choſe to renounce. 


all his pretenſions, rather than to be 
debarred 
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debarred being in any place where he 
could hope to enjoy a ſight of his ami- 
able princeſs; and for this reaſon he de- 
hired to be included in the treaty. 


Fon ſome time he had led the moſt 
deplo able life that can be imagined; 
but when he ſaw the nuptials of Henry 
and Catharine, which were celebrated 
at Troyes, nothing could equal his tor- 
ture. The moſt lively deſcription 
would be but a faint picture of the ſe- 
verity of his ſufferings. He had Ike 
to have dropt down in the place where 
he ſtood, and could not certainly have 


ſurvived the ſhock, if ſuch accidents 


could of themſelves put an end to life; 
but we may daily obferve, that tho” the 
greateſt misfortunes may overwhelm us, 


they but very rarely have force enough 


to deſtroy us. 


In the mean time Catharine was inno 
mcuh better condition than Tideric; for 
tho' ſhe had pride enough to do vio- 
lence to herſelf, with reſpect to the af- 
| | fection 
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fection ſhe ſtill felt for him, yet ſhe 
could not, upon ſome occaſions, think 
of him without ſaying to herſelf a thou- 
ſand things in his favour. She even 
ſometimes ſuſpected that ſhe had wrong- 
fully condemned him, and concluded, 


that the melancholy with which he had 


been obſerved to be affected, ever ſiace 


ſhe had ſo maltreated him, was a ſtrong- 


er proof of his innocence than the a- 


bove mentioned letter was of his guilt; 
and what confirmed her ſtrongly in this 
way of thinking Was, her perceiving 
that he no longer held any correſpon- 
dence with madam de Giac ; and that 


ſo far from retaining any eſteem for 


her, he could not hear her ſpoke of 
without horror. Theſe reflections of- 
ten gave her ſome pain ; but virtue at 
Jaſt always triumphed over weakneſs, 
and aſſiſted at leaſt in making her re- 
ject what ſhe ſometimes reſolved, of 
coming to an explanation with him, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. v. 


URING this interval the unhap- 
y Tideric found himſelf ſinking 
by little and little under his misfortunes; 
and they would certainly have at laſt 
been the cauſe of his death, if an acci- 
dent had not in ſome meaſure revived 
his hopes. There had been at court for 
ſome time an Italian named Panini, 
who pretended to tell fortunes, and 
whoſe reputation was ſo well eſtabliſh- 
ed by the ſurp:iſing things he had told 
to many of the grandees, that he was 
looked on as a perſon indued with ſome 
extraordinary gift. He had caſt the 
horoſcope of the king of England, with 
which that prince had no reaſon to be 
pleaſed ; but without ſtopping to relate 
what he told his majeſty about the ac- 
cidents of fortune, I ſhall only ſay, that 
he aſſured him that his life would be of 
no long duration.; that his death would 
be of an extraordinary kind ; and that, 
| with- 
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without being killed, he would be at- 
tacked by a hundred thouſand enemies, 


who would never leave him till they 
had laid him in his grave. 


TE Duke of Clarence, the king's 
brother, had indulged the ſame curioſi- 


ty; and his deſtiny was as little happy 
as that of his brother; for he was to loſe 


his life at the firſt battle he engaged in. 


Theſe princes were not much pleaſed 
with thoſe unlucky predictions; but as 
that relating to the death of the king 
appeared to be ridiculous, they did not 
much diſturb them, nor did they ever 
raiſe in them any apprehenſions, but 
when they conſidered that many of 
this man's propheſies had already come 
to paſs. But people began ſoon to place 
an entire faith in Panini, upon the duke 
of Clarence's being killed in a ſkirmiſh, 
which happened at Anjou, between his 
troops and thoſe of the Dauphin, com- 


manded by the earl of Buchan, whom 


this prince had made conſtable, 
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Ts accident made moſt people ad- 
mire the knowledye of the Italian, and 
there were none who did not deſire 
to conſult him. Tideric. had long de- 


ſpiſed him, but was now one. of [thoſe 


who heard him with attention; and 
his confidence in him was conſiderabl 
encreaſed, by the particular tranſactions 


of his pafſed life which this man men- 


tioned; for being ſhut up together, Pa- 
nini, after having drawn all the figures 
which were eſſential to his art, ſays to 
him, My lord, I know not what to 
think of thoſe things 1 ſee here: You 
muſt be naturally inconſtant, and for- 
tune ſeems to take a pleaſure 3 in treating 
you according to the diſpoſition of your 
own mind, I find a confiderable my- 
fortune has happened to you, which in 
an inſtant reduced yon to deſpair ; and 
yet I ſee you preſently forget it, without 


any accident's happening that could 


produce a change in your affairs. But 
what I am yet to tell you, appears to 
me ſtill more ſtrange, You are betray- 
ed 


| 


„ 
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ed by a perſon that loves 
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you ; and 
who far from abandoning your intereſt, 


is as zealouſly attached to it as ever.” 
Panini was. for ſome time after this in 
deep meditation, but then reſuming the 
diſcourſe, © My lord, (ſays he to 4 
deric) there 1s {till another thing which 
no leſs aſtoniſhes me : You have of late 


met with a very great misfortune, which 


nevertheleſs was not occaſioned by your 
enemies, and the perſon who was the 
cauſe of it feels it as much as you. 
All this (continues he) you muſt your- 
ſelf unriddle if you can, for I muſt free- 
ly acknowledge, that I can no way un- 
derſtand it ; and all that I can fay to 
you of any thing leſs myſterious is, that 
you areviolently fond of ſomething, and 


tho' you have loſt all hopes of poſſeſſing 


it, yet you ſhall obtain that poſſeſſion 
much ſooner than. you can imagine; 

but you will run the riſk of accelerating, 
thereby the end of your days, and take 


care that your death be not of the moſt. 
cruel kind.“ 


'Trrs 


Tu ls was all he ſaid to Tideric; but 
this was enough to make him reflect ſe- 


riouſly within himſelf; for who would 
not have been ſurprized? Setting aſide | 
the article of his having been betrayed, | 
which was even to him a little myſteri- | 
ous, all the reſt correſponded ſo exactly 
with what had. happened, that it could 
not be miſunderſtood. He therefore 
began to promiſe himſelf a better for- 
tune in time to come; and this feeble | 
ray of hope illuminating his mind, it 
was ſoon perceived, that his chagrin was | 


not near equal to what it had been, |} 
Among others queen Catharine took | 
particular notice of this alteration. She | 
reſolved to know the cauſe from whence | 
it proceeded, and being informed of Pa- |: 
nini's ſaying publickly, that with regard | 
to Tideric he knew nothing of the ſtars, 
for their aſpect was ſo myſterious, that 
he could not comprehend it. Upon 
this the queen became curious to know 
what he had Maid to the prince, being 
convinced of its being from thence that 
he had derived his comfort. She order- 

ed 
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ed Panini to come to her at a time 
when ſhe was alone, and commanded 
him to inform her of every thing rela- 
ting to the fortune of Tideric: He free- 
ly owned the perplexity he was under, 


and the difficulty he found in being able 
to comprehend what appeared in the fi- 
gure he had drawn. At the ſame time 


he related to her all he had ſaid to Ti- 


deric, a great part of which ſhe could 


have explained to him, had ſhe fo in- 
clined ; but ſhe took care not to com- 
municate her thoughts to him; and af- 


ter having given him orders to draw her 


horoſcope, ſhe diſmiſſed him. 


PANINI's converſation ſet her a think- 


ing on the depth of his knowledge; and 
perſuading herſelf that it was infallible, 


ſhe found her mind divided between vex- 


ation at having accuſed the prince 
wrongfully, and joy at knowing that he 


was not to be always unhappy. But 


this ſmall ſatisfaction was encountered 


by ſeveral oppoſite circumſtances : She 


p: eſently recollected the letter the had in 
F - her 
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herſelf of too much credulity. 
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her poſſeſſion; and giving more credit to 
that than to all the knowledge of Panini, 
ſhe ſometimes treated his predictions as 
meer empty dreams, and often accuſed 
Never- 
theleſs ſhe would have run the riſk: of 
declaring again in favour of the prince, 
if her virtue had not come to her aſſiſt- 
ance, and raiſed in her a ſcruple of con- 
ſcience with regard to every thing that 
related to him. This thought alone 
made her abſolutely condemn Tideric, 
and reſolve that for the quiet of her own 
mind, ſhe would believe him guilty, 
upon which ſhe bid adieu to every 
thought that could plead for her com- 
ing to an explanation with him. 


Bur Panini ſoon gave her an oppor- 
tunity of obtaining a new victory over 
herſelf. He had drawn her horoſcope 


in purſuance of her commands; and be- 


ing deſirous to give her an account of it, 
he took an opportunity of being heard 


when they could not be interrupted. 
After an introduced, he ſays, * If I 
EE | was 


ad 
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was ſurprized, madam, at the ſtrange 


accidents that appeared in the fortune N 
of Tiderie, I muſt own I am no leſs a- 


ſtoniſhed at thoſe I have obſerved in 
yours, for to me they appear ſtill more 


extraordinary. But can I help being 


under the higheſt amazement, when I 
ſee the molt potent princeſs on earth 


_ unhappy in the midſt of her grandeur. 


This, however, is nothing, (continues 
he) for there have been ſo many who 
ina condition not much inferior to yours, 
have endured the ſame torments, that I 
ſhould not be much confounded at this 


circumſtance, if it were not attended 


with ſeveral others that to me appear 


quite inconſiſtent with common ſenſe. 
For who would not blame you, madam, 
for contributing more by yourſelf alone 


to your own uneaſineſs, than all thoſe 
you have any thing to do with? And 


even after this you do not ſo much as 
ſeek for any comfort; and I plainly ſee 


that you reject that which would give 

you ſatisfaction. You will not, how- 

eyer, continue always in this way of 
F 2 think- 
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thinking ; ; for you will at laſt leave off 
being thus cruel to yourſelf. But as it 
is your unlucky fate to do hurt to thoſe 
that are deareſt to you, you will be the 
cauſe of the death of the only perſon 
you fincerely love. And what amazes 
me beyond all meaſure is, that you are 


eaſineſs at the death of that perſon.” 


She retired to her cloſet, and there ſhe 
began a new conteſt wich herſelf, in or- 
der to ſtifle a thouſand ſuggeſtions in 
favour of Tideric. Every thing Panini 
had faid to her ſeemed to combat on 


repoſe which her virtue had procured 


newed by an accident which ſoon after 


| happene 


Tur king her huſband proſecuted vi- 
gorouſly the war againſt the Dauphin. 


He had juſt taken from him the 7 
1 


not to have ſo much as one moment's un- 


Tux queen would hear no more: 


his ſide; but at laſt ſhe got the better 
of her weakneſs, and began to enjoy the 


her, when ſhe felt all her troubles re- 
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of Meaux and Compeigne; ; and was 
marching to the relief of Coſne, which 
was beſieged by the army of that prince, 
when he was ſeized with a diſtemper at 
Melun, which obliged him to ſtop at 
that place. As his malady increaſed 
rather than diminiſhed, he cauſe} him- 
ſelf to be carried to the caſtle of Vin- 


cennes, where he was ſcarce arrived 


when the truth of Panini's predictions 
began to appear. He was ſeized with 


that ſort of contagion which the phy- 
ficians called peaicular, and in a ſhort 


time was ſo covered with vermin and 
putrefaction, that the Italian's prediction 
failed in nothing but in the number of 
executioners who laid that prince in his 
grave. 


THE queen was without doubt ex- 
ceedingly grieved at ſuch a terrible 
death; but we are not to ſuppoſe ſhe 
Was ſo much afflicted as ſhe would have 
been had ſhe married a prince with 
whom ſhe was really in love. On the 
other hand, Tideric had not a moment's 


Fx un- 
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uneaſineſs at the news, ſo far otherwiſe 
he began to hope that his misfortunes 
were drawing towards an end. Truſt- 
ing in what Panini had ſaid to him, as 
well as his own innocence, he flattered 
himſelf, that the queen would call to 
mind the ſincerity of his love, and that 
after ſo many croſs accidents ſhe would 
perhaps at laſt make him amends for 
all the torments ſhe had ſo unjuſtly 
made him ſuffer. In this he was not 
altogether deceived ; for the queen hav- 
ing now nothing to oppoſe to that paſ- 
ſion ſhe till foſtered in her breaſt for 
him, ſhe let herſelf be inſenſibly drawn 
in to yield to every argument that ſpoke 
in his favour ; and if ſhe yet inſiſted up- 
on ſome little ſort of explanation, it was | 
becauſe ſhe thought it neceflary for con- 
vincing him that ſhe had ſome reaſon 
for treating him in the manner ſhe had 


done. 
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MATTERs being thus on both fides | 
in ſo good a ſituation, the queen went 
over to England, and was followed by 

| Tideric. 


| 
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Tideric. Theſe two lovers began from 
that time to look upon one another 
with eyes ſo full of affection, that it was 
eaſy to perceive there would not be any 
very great difficulty in a thorough re- 
conciliation, But tho? Tideric perfect- 
ly knew that the queen had no longer 


any diſtaſte towards him, yet he could 


not venture to break ſilence. He had 
already had many occaſions for enter- 
taining her with his paſſhon, without 
daring to undertake it; and in ſhort he 
would for a much longer time have 
languiſhed under the torments of a hid- 
den love, if that princeſs had not herſelf 
furniſhed him with an opportunity for 
opening his mind. 


ONE day a they were alone to- 


gether, after a pretty long converſation 
upon the ſubject of the war, the queen 
ſays to him, In ſhort I believe we 
ſhall ſoon loſe all hopes of preſerving 
the kingdom of France ; for the fortune 
of war has declared fo ſtrongly in fa- 


vour of the Dauphin, that there is no 
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great appearance of our being long able 
to withſtand it. I every day hear that 
ſome of thoſe who had 3 for the 
deceaſed king my huſband, have forſa- 
ken us; and every where we hear of 
nothing but treachery. Pom} 20) 


©« Mapan, (anſwers Marie) we 


muſt not now · days truſt to any but 
ſuch as we have a thorough knowledge 


of, and even they we find are often 
as indifferent as others about the 


performance of what they promiſe. 


There is ſo little ſincerity in the tranſ- 
actions of mankind, that thoſe who 
make the moſt ſolemn profeſſions are 


uſually ſuch as have the leaſt inclination 


to keep their word, * 


You are well acquainted with ſome 
ſach perſons , (replies the queen) but 
tho' you ſeem to condemn. their con- 
duct, I am ſure you are too much their 
friend to wiſh them any 44122600 


o You 
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1 you have fo much ſelf- love, as 
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* KVoy are in the cight, tnadacer; ( ſays 


Tideric, ſighing) for whatever afflic- 
tions they may have brought upon me, 


I feel as yet ſo much tenderneſs in my 


heart for ſome people, cruel as they are, 


that I adore chem.“ 


© THAT is to fay, (anſwers the 


not to paſs ſentence againſt yourſelf.” 


© I mean, madam, (replies Tideric) 
that notwithſtanding your cruelty, you 
ſtill appear the ſame in my eyes, as when 
you was the princeſs Catharine, who, I 
could once flatter myſelf, had ſome re- 


gard for me. 


« Do not call to my mind (anſwers 
the queen) the reaſon Thad for being of- 
fended with you; for after your behav- 
ing in ſuch a manner towards me, I 


thew good nature enough in admitting 


you to my preſence.” 
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© RATHER ſay, madam, (replies 
Tideric) that you have been cruel e- 
nough to puniſh me in the moſt rigorous 
manner, without ever letting me know 


the pretence you had for ſubjecting me 


to ſo much torment.“ 


„ PRETENCE | (ſays the queen) peo- 
ple do not make uſe of pretences, but 
when they have no true reaſons; and 
none will be at the pains to invent ſuch 
as are falſe, when they have ſo good a 
one as that you furniſhed me.“ 


*« An! madam, (cries Tideric) I beg 
you'd explain yourſelf, TI cannot pene- 
trate into people's thoughts; and with- 
out being guilty, it is impoſſible to gueſs 


at the reaſon you have to complain of 
me.” 


&« I plainly ſee, (anſwers the queen) 
that Tideric muſt have a pro>f for con- 
vincing him, He ſhall have it; and, 


(continues ſhe) in giving him the letter 


before 


” 2” 


— : "a 9 * n 
— GY £ 


2 


T ID ERIe Prince of Wales. roy 
before ſpoken of, let him conſider what 
he can ſay againſt this.“ 


Tas prince took the letter, and hav- 
ing read it from beginning to end, 


4 Well, madam, (ſays he) h * 
this to ſay againſt me? 


« War, my lord! (replies the 


queen) Can you aſk that of me? Is it 
not you that muſt explain to me the in- 


trigue you had with madam de Giac, if 


you intend that I ſhould know § Ʒ * 
thing of it?“ a 


e have nothing to inform you of, : 


madam, (ſays he) relating to what you 
ke in that letter; and you know as 


well as I, (continues he, in returning 


the letter) that this relates to the in- 
trigue which the duke of Burgundy 
had with that lady.“ 


Bur it was to you (replies the 


princeſs) that this letter was wrote; and 


F 6 | it 
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It was delivered to me by your ſecre- 
tary.” + 


Mv ſecretary ! (fays Tideric) he 
never had a letter from that lady to de- 
tver to me. But at what time was it, 
madam, that he gave you this letter! * 


« TE moment after vou had left 
me, (anſwers the queen) in order to go 


along with the duke of Burgundy.” 


2 Ax, madam ! (fays Tigeric, after 
muſing a little) this may very well be; 
for I had but juſt parted from that lady, 
when I came to take my leave of you ; 
and I had preſſed her ſo much to-wiite 


to that poor prince with whom ſhe had 


quarrelled, that it might perhaps have 


after cards induced her to ſend him that 
leiter.“ 


« Wu did ſhe x not Geller it to you 


yourſelf, before you ha 11 0 (replies 
the prineeſs.) 5 


« WIUILE 


— | 
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« WHiLE I was with her, madam, 
I could not perſuade her to write, (ſays 
Tideric) but ſhe thought better on it 
perhaps the moment I was gone.“ 


« Br what did ſhe. mean (replies 
the princeſs) by that jealouſy, and thoſe 
political reaſons ſhe talks of? 

«© MADAM, (ſays Tideric) I can ea- 
fily ſatisfy you as to this : She was jea- 
lous of madam de Foix, and upon that 
head ſhe was ſo very unreaſonable, that 
ſhe would give no ear to any thing I 
could ſay about the neceſſity of the 
duke's being upon good terms with that 
lady. Theſe are the political reaſons 
ſhe complains of, and which, ſhe ſays, 
we were to paſs upon her as good coin.“ 


« AND theſe (replies the queen) are 
the expreſſions which have given me ſo 
much uneaſineſs, and which muſt like- 
wiſe have given a great deal to you, if 
there be any ſincerity in the regard you 

pro- 
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/ profeſs for me. But as you was conſci- 


ous of your innocence, why did not you 
endeavour to undeceive me? Is this to 
be called love, to leave one under ſuch 


uneaſineſs as entirely robs her of her 
peace of mind ? 


« MAD AM, (ſays Tideric) it is I, if 
you pleaſe, that have reaſon to com- 
plain, and to aſk you, if it is to be called 
loving one to drive him away from 
you, in the manner you turned me out 
of your cloſet.” 


I thought you criminal; (anſwers 
the queen) and could I better ſhew how 
dear you was to me, than in ſhewing 
you the reſentment I had of your in- 
conſtancy?” | 


« AND I, madam, (replies Tideric) 
could I better teſtify the reſpect I had 
for you, than in obeying what you fo 
peremptorily commanded,” 


« An, Tideric, (ſays the princeſs) 
who is ſhe that would not have acted in 
| the 
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the ſame cruel manner upon a ſuppoſi- 
tion of having the ſame ground of com- 


plaint 1 thought 1 had againſt you ? 2 


* No, madam; (anſwers Tideric) 
one who had loved more, would not 


ſo eaſily have deemed me guilty : She 


would tang conſidered her own. heart, 
and feeling no tenderneſs there but for 
him ſhe loved, ſhe would have conclud- 
ed, that he could have a tenderneſs for 
none but her.” 


« BuT what could one think (replies 
the queen) of ſo many proofs as I 
thought I had againſt you? 


* Mapam, (fays Tideric) what 
Mould I think, if I gave ear to every 


thing that might be ſaid to your diſad- 


vantage? 


© You have nothing to ſay againſt 


me (replies the queen) that is of equal 


force with the letter I have ſhewn you. 


« You 
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& Yor cannot reproach me, madam, 
(ſays Tideric) with a marriage founded 
upon ambition.“ 


« An, Tideric, (cries the queen) 
how can you accuſe me upon that 
head? Suppoſing there had been no 
miſtake between us, had I a right to 
oppoſe that which had been reſolved on 
by my father, and upon which the 
happineſs of a whole kingdom depend- 
ed?” 


« You might, however, have told 
me ſo, madam ; (ſays Tideric) and tho' 
there is nothing that can comfort a lov- 
er under ſuch a misfortune, there is ſtill 
a great deal in his having room to flatter 
himſelf, that he has been ſacrificed 


ſolely to the happineſs of the ſtate.” 


* MicnxT not your own ſagacity 
have told you this? (anſwers the queen.) 
Have not J upon many occaſions ſhewn 
you ſuch a tender regard as might have 
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made you perceive that I could love 


« TT is with difficulty, madam, (re- 
plies Tideric) that we believe any 
proofs when we. ſee them contradicted 
by - thoſe of a direct contrary nature. 
And even now you cannot imagine that 
I have an entire dependence upon thoſe 
tokens of your goodneſs which at preſent 
you are pleaſed to favour me with, if 


you are reſolved that they ſhall be fol- 


lowed by as ſevere a trial as that you. 
have already made me paſs through.” 


* No, no, Tideric; (ſays the queen) 
you have nothing further to fear upon 
that head. I have fulfilled what I ow- 
ed to my country, by the ſacrifice of 
my love which I made to it: It is e- 
nough for me to have married once a- 
gainſt my inclination : It is not incum- 
bent upon me to do ſo again. The 
moment I found you innocent I reſtor- 
ed you my heart; and if you have the 
lame affection for me you had formerly, 

it 
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it ſhall be your fault, if I give you any 
more room to doubt of the ſincerity of 
my eſteem.” 


« O! madam, (anſwers Tideric, 
throwing himſelfat her feet) how much 
ought I now to deſpiſe the torments I 
have ſuffered for ſo good a princeſs : 
How can I ever explain to you what J 
feel! No, madam, (continues he) it is 
not to be expreſſed; but if you knew 
the condition my heart is in, the mo- 
ment I am now ſpeaking, you could not 
doubt of its being more yours than e- 
ver. I do not only accept the favour 
you offer, but I accept it with a ſenſe of 
gratitude mixed with joy and with re- 
ſpe; and if it be your defire that I 
ſhould become the happieſt of men, 
haſten only the day when I am to be 


bleſſed with ſo much felicity. From 


that time, madam, I ſhall endeavour to 
convince you, that in the poſſeſſion of my 
lovely princeſs I have all I can deſire in 
this world; and that with ſuch a poſ- 
f ſeſſion 
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ſeſſion I do not envy the greateſt mo- 


narch upon earth. , 


e J am glad (replies the queen) to 
find you of ſuch ſentiments; and you 
may be perſuaded it ſhall not be my 


fault, if you are not fully ſatisfied. 


CHAP. VI. 


IDERIC thanked the queen, as 

he was in duty bound ; and the 
two lovers parted ſo ſatisfied with one 
another, that they thought no more of 
the troubles they had by their own fault 
been expoſed to, Tideric thought him- 
ſelf arrived at the higheſt happineſs he 
could deſire ; and the queen concluded, 
that ſhe ought to be ſatisfied, ſince ſhe 
found herſelf aſſured of being ſtill belov- 
ed by the only man ſhe admired, Ne- 
vertheleſs ſhe found her joy interrupted, 
when ſhe reflected upon what Panini 
had ſaid; and nothing could comfort 
her when ſhe conſidered that the love 
| ſhe 
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ſhe had for Tideric was to coſt him his 


life. She ſometimes communicated 
her fears to her lover; but he always 
endeavoured to encourage her; and he 
omitted nothing that could ſerve to con- 
vince her, that theſe fortunetellers oftner 
fail than ſucceed; and that it is owing 
to meer chance when they happen to 


foretel any thing like what comes to 
Paſs. 125 


Ox day, when their converſation 
was upon this ſubject, ſhe ſays to him, 

% Do not you ſee, that J cannot help 
giving credit to what was ſaid by Pani- 
ni? for every thing that he foretold has 
happened fo exactly according to his 
predictions, that I am extremely appre- 
henfive about what he faid concerning 
you. It would be much better (conti- 
nues ſhe) for us to continue having the 
ſame tender regard for one another, 


without proceeding farther, that 1 may 


by that means preſerve a man who is ſo 


dear to me, without expoſing him to 
the 
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as fate with which he is threatened 
by my kindneſs,” 


An! madam, (replies Tideric) if ei- 
ther of us has occaſion to be apprehen- 
ſive, is it not Tideric alone, fince it is 
him who is to die? But life is not of 


ſuch a value to me, as to refuſe giving 


it up, if by that alone I am to merit 
ſuch an inexpreſſible happineſs as that 
you have promiſed me; and even then 
I ſhould not think I had paid the full 
value for what I ſo much eſteem, ſhould 
I ſee an end put to my days, an hour 
aſter having received the moſt indubita- 


ble tokens of your love.“ 


e ALas! Tideric; (cries the queen) 
do not call to my mind the thought 
that I muſt loſe you. Even now it 
makes ſuch a tormenting impreſſion up- 
on my e that I cannot help 
feeling it. Could I bear to ſee myſelf 
deprived of the man 1 love, „ 
e of gr ef?“ | 


Have 
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« Have you theſe ſentiments, ma- 
dam, (replies Tideric) and can you, 
notwithſtanding, give credit to Panini's 


predictions? Do not you remember, 
that you are not to have a moment's 


uneaſineſs at my death? I would not 


be ſo unjuſt to my princeſs (continues 
he) as to believe it. On the contrary, 


after the kindneſs ſhe has been ſo good 
as to ſhew to me, I am perſuaded that 
her deſtiny would be involved in mine ; 
and that if ſhe did not die by the ſame 
blow that ſent me to my grave, her 
ſorrow would be ſo great that her future 
life might be reckoned worſe than im- 
mediate death.“ 


«© You do me juſtice, Tideric; (ſays 


the queen) and what you have obſerv- 
ed, entirely confirms me. No; Pani- 
ni does not ſee clearly into futurity ; ; 
for the prince of Wales cannot meet 
with the leaſt mi>fortune that will not 
afflict me equally with him. Let us 
compleat what the fates have deſigned for 
us; 
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us; and let us endeavour to render our- 


ſelves bappy by preventing that which 
may again plunge us into misfortunes 
as great as.thoſe we have but juſt eſcap- - 
ed from,” 


_ , WaiLE the queen's ſentiments were 


thus ſo favourable for Tideric, fortune 
prepared new obſtacles to their love. 
The duke of Gloceſter, who had been 
employed in the war ever fince the con- 
ference at Meulan, was choſen to com- 
mand in England, and to take upon 
him the government of affairs there, 
during the, minority of his nephew 
Henry VI. who was then but in his 
cradle. This prince accepted the com- 
miſſion with joy; and the more willing- 
ly prepared for his voyage, as he till 
retained the ſame paſſion for the queen 
with which he was affected at their 
firſt interview. In ſhoat, he no ſooner 
ſaw her again, than his former flame 
burſt out with as great fury as ever, 
He ſtill thought her more beautiful 
than any one he had ever ſeen: His 
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120 The LIFE of 
quality of regent obliged him to confer 


often with her; and theſe frequent con- 
verſations added force to his flames of 


love. As to every thing he thought 


ſhe could deſire, he got it done before 


ſhe could aſk it; and in ſhort he was 
ſo civil and obliging, that it was with 
difficulty ſhe could avoid conceiving an 
eſtcem for him. : 


NEVERTHELESS his complaiſance 
was ſo far from being agreeable to the 
queen, that ſhe became deeply afflicted 
as ſoon as ſhe began to gueſs the cauſe; 
and ſhe behaved in ſuch a manner, as 
to prevent every occaſion he ſought for 
entertaining her with his love. But 
her precautions were all in vain ; for 
one day after they had been talking of 
ſta:e-affairs, and ſhe had complimented 
him upon his having faithfully perform - 


ed his duty, © You have made me a 


compliment, madam, (ſays the duke) 
which does not at all belong to me; 
for I have contributed much leſs than 
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you to that ſucceſs which I have now 
acquainted you with.” 


Tur queen not "comprehending what 
the duke meant by this, How, my lord? 
(faysſhe) Let me, I pray, underſtand this 
myſtery; for what part could I have inan 
affair Idid not ſo muchas know any thing 
#8 | 


© NoTWITHSTANDING that, ma- 
dam, (anſwers the duke) you could not 
but have wiſhed that the affair ſhould 
ſucceed in the manner it has done; and 
when the duke of Gloceſter can but 
gueſs at what you deſire, it is ſufficient 
tor making him conform himſelf entire- 
ly to it.“ 


« I am very much obliged to yon; 
(replies the queen) but let me, if you 
pleaſe, my lord, impute the whole to 
the zeal you have for the king's ſervice, 


and in that light it will be no way leſs 


agrecable to me.” 
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* You would be in the wrong, ma- 
dam, (ſays the duke) not to. aſcribe it to 
yourſelf alone; for you ſhould believe 
that love will ever have a greater power 
over my mind, than all the obligations I 


owe either to nature or duty. I muſt 
tellyou, (continues he) that I am no 
way changed from what I was when 
you ſaw me at Meulan. But be not 
alarmed at what I ſay, madam ; for 1 
have not ſo much :s a thought you can 
take amiſs; and in ſhort I very well 
know, that what has happened ſince 
my fatal departure from thence, prevents 
my having any farther pretenſions. 
Nevertheleſs, my paſſion for you is as 
waim, as it could be, had J room to 
hope that you might one day make me 
happy. Pity, madam, a paſſion ſo 
wretched ; but violent as it is, it ſhall 
always be reſpectful cnough to prevent 
my indulging a thought that may be 
inconſiſtent with the virtue of a prin- 
ceſs whom I ſhall during my whole life 
adore, with ſentiments equal to thoſe I 
have at preſent.” 


THERE 


JJ! PR i 


l 
8 


TID ERIC Prince of Wales. 123 


TuksE words gave the queen ſome 


conſolation, and having reflected a little 
upon what anſwer ſhe ſhould make to 
him, ſhe at laſt broke ſilence in the 
manner as follows: Lou cannot but 
ſuppoſe, my lord, that the declaration 
you have made to me of your paſſion 
gives me a great deal of uneaſineſs, and 
you oblige me to have ſuch an eſteem 
for you, that I cannot avoid wiſhing you 
a better fortune than that you are pre 

paring for yourſelf, Reflect upon what 
it is to love without hope; and I am 
ſure if you conſider it as you ought, you 
will prevent a great deal of trouble you 
are going to bring upon yourſeif, and 
upon me alſo, if you indulge this un- 


happy paſſion.“ 


Ax this time of day, madam, (an- 
ſwers the duke) I am not to begin to 
make that reflection. There is not an 
argument I have not uſed with myſelf 
for getting the better of this weakneſs 
but my paſſion for you 1s in ſhort 


too. violent, and after -a thouſand ef- 


G23 torts, 


124 The LIFE of 

forts, the fartheſt I have been able t 
gain upon myſelf is, to admire you as a 
lover the moſt ardent, but to ſpeak to 
you as a man debarred by the moſt ſa- 
cred duties from telling you all he 
thinks. Yes, madam, I can accommo- 
date the moſt languiſhing looks with 
the moſt reſpectful language; and no- 
thing but my eyes ſhall ever ſignify ty 
my princeſs, that the unfortunate duke 
of Gloceſter was born to love her with 


a paſſion the molt extreme.“ 


« Po an end, I beg, my lord, 
(replies the queen) to that way of think- 
ing which leads you into an error ; for 
do not you perceive, that you have al- 
ready begun to talk to me in a manner 
contrary to the reſolution you have 
taken; and that you are explaining to 
me what you ſay you ſeel, at the ſame 
time that you promiſe me never to men- 


tion it? | 
nh 
« J ſhould not have adverted to it, 
madam, (ſays the duke) if you had not 
made me take notice of it; but at a- 


nother time I ſhall take better care to 
| 5 acquit 
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acquit myſelf of the promiſe I have 


made you. I thall not ſo much as com- 
plain of your cruelty, however mucin 


you may ſhew towards me; and I 


know but one thing alone which can 


make me alter the meaſures I have re- 


ſolved to obſerve, with reſpect to a paſ- 
ſion of ſo delicate and reſpectful a na- 
ture 


e TAKE care, my lord: (replies the 
queen) your paſſion is void of that re- 
ſpect you talk of, if you think you can 
ever diſpence with that ſilence you 
have promiſed; and it is this promiſe 
alone which makes me ſuffer a con- 
verſation ſo con rary to what I owe to 
myſelf, and which, if ever but once re- 
newed, will make ine loſe all that e- 
ſteem which your gente! behaviour 
has gained from me.” 


e TA eſteem, madam, (9s the 
duke) with which you fatter me, is of 
too great a value for me not to preſerve 
it at the expence of whatever it may 
coſt me; and if the duke of Gloceſter 

e does 
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does not ſe that you are going to make 
another hepp/, at the ſame time that 
he ſuffets ſo much, he may by his be- 
haviour perhaps convince you, that he 
himſelf deſerved that happineſs, if a 
brother had not firit got poſſeſſion of it, 
and thereby deprived him of all future 
hopes.” 


Tursg words made the queen ſee 
what difficulties ſhe was to encounter in 
her deſign of marrying Tideric. This 
reflection gave her great affliction; but 
before giving a looſe to her ſorrow, ſhe 
reſolved to get rid of the duke. My 
lord, (ſays the to him) take care to per- 
form what you have promiſed, or re- 
ſolve never to ſee me more; for in truth 
I think I have toe much reaſon to re- 
proach myſelf for ſuffering you to talk 
in this manner: It is not enough for us 
to have good intentions, our actions 
ought to be conform.“ 


« Djs true, madam; (replies the 
duke) I admit what you ſay. My 
whole future care ſhall be to obey you; 

and 


_— ... 
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and I ſhall never more tell you that I 
love you, ſince J find ſuch diſcourſe diſ- 
guſtful to you; but nevertheleſs I muſt 
beg you to believe, that whatever diſ- 
guiſe I may put on, I ſhall continue to 


be neither more nor leſs your lover 


and that the deſtiny of the duke of Glo- 
ceſter indiſpenſibly binds him down 


to be the ſlave of the moſt lovely queen 
upon earth.” 


PRESENTLY after uttering theſe 
words he retired, and left the queen un- 
der an inconceivable affliction. At this 
moment Tideric happened to come in, 
and found the queen in ſuch a conditi- 
on as left him no room to doubt of her 
forrow., © What has befallen you? 
(cries Tideric immediately) Have the 


fates prepared new misfortunes for 
me?“ 


e VES, Tideric, (anſwers the queen) 
they are preparing new ſufferings for 
me: The duke of Gloceſter oppoſes my 
happineſs, and the ſatisfaction J intend- 
ed to have given you.” She then gave 

G 4 him 


* 
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him an account of the converſation ſhe 
had juſt had with the duke; and pre- 
ſently adds, © You ſee, my prince, 
what I may expoſe you to, if I follow 
the inclination I have to do what you 
delire. Thus to deliver you over to the 
rage of a deſpiſed lover, is it not to en- 
deavour to bring about what Panini has 
fataily ſoretold?“ 


„War can he do, madam? 
(anſwers Tideric) and beſides, does he 
not in other things ihew virtue enough 
for us not to fear, that he will diſho- 
Pour bimſelf by any mean action?“ 


ALAs! Tideric, (replies the queen) 
that ſhadow of virtue does not deceive 
me ſo much as itdoes you. I have pene- 
trated to the bottom of the duke's heart, 
thre ugh all his diſguiſes; and I ſee that 
he ks put on that falle appearance of 
generoſity, with no other view but that 
he may with the more facility give me 
the firſt ſtab, and tame me, if I may fo 
ſpeak, to the hearing his tale of love. 
Conſider what we have to fear from one 


who 


4 
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who thinks himſelf deſpiſed; and who 
in this kingdom has a power to perpetrate 


whatever he may reſolve to undertake.” 


© WHAT then has my princeſs re- 
ſolved to do? (ſays Tideric.) 


«© To love you during my whole 


life, (anſwers the queen) but to die a 


thouſand deaths, rather than. be the 
cauſe of any misfortune to you, the ve- 
ry thought of which makes my blood 
run cold with fear.” 


«© BuT madam, (replies Tideric) is it 
not expoſing me to the moſt cruel miſ- 
fortune, to defer thus for ever what a- 
lone can make me happy? Can I ap- 
prehend any thing worſe from the rage 


of the duke of Gloceſter | po 


« My God! Tideric, (cries the 
queen) do not preſs me upon this head: 


you know my weaknels; but your pre- 


ſerv..ton ſhall always be more dear to 
GY me 


ö 
; 
| 
| 
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me than the greateſt pleaſure I can 
_—: 


«© , LET us agree in ſomething, ma- 
dam, (anſwers Tideric) if it be poſſi- 
ble; and ſince you have ſo much good- 
neſs as to take ſo great a care of my 
life, let us endeavour to find out a me- 
thod that may prevent your obliging 
fears, and at the ſame time procure me 
that ſatisfaction which J am ſure of 
meeting with in the accompliſhment of 
what you have promiſed.” 


„TEE thing is impoſſible.“ (crics 
the queen.) 


« NorT ſo impoſſible as you think, 
madam. (anſwers the prince.) But if 
ſuch an expedient could be contrived, 
would you reject it?“ 


e No, Tideric; (replies the queen) 
ſo far from rejecting it, I would moſt 
heartily agree to it. 


6 CoNn- 
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© ConSIDER then, madam, (ſays the 
prince) if you will reſolve to marry 
me privately. It is not neceſſary to 
have many witneſſcs to one's happineſs; 
and we may find ſuch as are ſo faithful 
as not to leave us room to apprehend 
their revealing our ſecret without our 
leave.” 


«© BUT are there not conſequences 
tobe apprehended ; (anſwers the queen) 
and even thoſe of marriage itſelf, ought 
not I to guard againſt them ? ” 


« Can we be in want of perſons we 


can truſt? (replies Tideric) and can 


you boggle at ſuch trifles? 


Tux queen was for ſome time with- 
out ſaying a word; but in a few mo- 
ments, reſuming the diſcourſe, ſhe ſaid, 
In ſhort, Tideric, I ſee clearly, that 
I muſt grant your requeſt; and indeed 
it would be impoſſible for me to refuſe 
G 6 it ; 
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; but remember what one does tor 
Journ 


« THE prince being moſt ſenſibly 
touched, threw himſelf at her feet, and 
faid to her every ſoft thing that a ſtrong 
paſſion and the higheſt gratitude could 
ſuggeſt to a faithful and generous lover. 


The piinceſs reached him her hand to 


raiſe him up; and the happy lover 
laying hold of this beautiful hand, kiſſed 


it with tranſports ſo tender, that one 


might eaſily judge of the exceſs of plea- 
ſure he was going to enjoy in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of ſo lovely a princeſs. In ſhort, 
no man was 19 happy as Tideric was 
made a few days after; and in the mar- 
riage of this great queen he found a full 
compenſation for all his paſt ſufferings. 


wy 


CHAP. VI. 


O happy an union, which had been 


preceded by ſo many troubles, was 


tollowed by the higheſt pleaſures we 


are 


o 


1 
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are capable of taſting in this life; and 
difficulty, which ſerves as a ſeaſoning for 
pleaſure, made theſe lovers find a thou- 
ſand charms in the ſecret of their mar- 
riage, which they might never perhaps 
have diſcovered, had they enjoyed one 
another without being obliged to make 
it a myſtery. Their marriage continu- 
ed a long time without any one's being 


ſenſible of it; and the queen concealed 


ſo well ber being with child, that ſhe 
brought forth more than one, without 
the world's coming at the knowledge of 


what paſſed. But as it js difficult to 


kee a lover always in the dark, eſpecial- 
ly an unſucceſsful one, the duke of Glo- 
ceſter began to ſuſpect, that Tideric hid 


a greater ſhire than he in the good gra- 


ces of the queen; and tho' that prince 
knew nothing bat what his ſuſpicions 
made him conjecture, he conceived 
nevertheleſs a moſt terrible jealouſy. 
He afterwards never looked at Tideric 
but with a menacing countenance ; and 
at laſt he gave ſuch a looſe to his reſent- 
ment, that our lovers, eaſily perceiving 
it, 
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it, redoubled their precautions for con- 
cealing their marriage. 


Bu r fortune, which delights in in- 
conſtancy, growing tited of being ſo 
prodigal to them of its favours, reſolved 
to make them feel its frowns, after 
having loaded them with its ſmiles. 
The duke of Gloceſter had a thouſand 
ſpies abroad, who watched every thing 
that paſſed with the utmoſt care, but 
| who had as yet diſcovered nothing that 
could confirm their maſter in his ſuſpi- 
cions. He ſometimes reproached them 
with want of diligence, at other times 
with being traitors, and colleaguing 
with the qucen to deceive him. How- 
ever, theſe reproaches being all in vain, 
he reſolved to ſerve himſelf, and in per- 
ſon apply to corrupt thoſe whom he 
knew to have the greateſt ſhare in the 
ſecrets of that princeſs; but he found 
them all ſo firmly reſolved to be ſted- 
faſt in their duty, that he began to loſe 
all hopes *of ſucceeding in his arten: 
when chance by itſelf alone compleated 


in 
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in a moment, what the duke had not 
ina long time been able to do with the 
help of all thoſe he employed.” 


Tux queen made uſe of one of her 
chief ſervants for carrying the letters ſhe 
wrote to Tideric, and had given him 
one to carry to him. This faithful 
ſervant being proud of diſcharging care- 
fully every truſt repoſed in him by the 
queen, waited for night's coming on, 
that he might repair to Tideric's coun- 
try-houſe; and he no ſooner ſaw the 
day begin to diſappear, than he ſet out 
to deliver his meſſage. He was already 
got near that prince's houſe, when he 
was attacked by fix foot- pads. He de- 
fended himſelf with all imaginable re- 
ſolution, but being deſerted by a foot- 
man who attended him, he was ſoon 
wounded in ſo many places that he fell 
down dead upon the ſpot. This mur- 
der was not commitied without ſome 
noiſe; and the footman likewiſe who 
had taken to his heels, called all he 
could meet with to his maſter's aſſiſt- 


2 an ce: 
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ance: Accordingly a number of people 
were ſoon aſſembled; but they came 
too late; for the gentleman was dead, 
and the murderers had made their e- 
ſcape. Some of the people went in 
purſuit of them, whilſt others cauſed 
carry the dead body to the next houſe ; 
where making an inventary of every 
thing. the deceaſed perſon bad in bis 
pockets, according to the laudable cuſ- 
tom of this ſort of people, they found the 
letter which he was carry ing to Tideric. 
They preſently knew the queen's ſeal, 
and as the letter was without any di 
rection, they ſuppoſed it to be of impor- 
tance; therefore, notwithſtanding all the 
footman could ſay, the conſtable laid 
hold of it, and carried it directly to the 
regent, to whom he related all that had 
paſſed. The regent preſently diſmiſſed 
him, and looking three or four times up- 
on this fatal letter, without venturing to 
unſeal it, he at laſt opened it, and 
feund the contents to be thus: 


My 


(d 0 
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My deareſt prince, 


They are endeavouring all they can to 
diſcover if I love you; and they kave o- 
mitted nothing that could ſerve for drau- 
ing from my people what they know of my 


ſecrets ; but I find I am not decei ved in the 


opinion I had of their fidelity; and if I 
am not miſtaken, our jealous pate will for 
a lang time play the watchman in vain. 
T am at preſent a little relieved from my 
apprebenſions. Come, my dear, as ſoon as 
you can, to take advantage of the good 
opportunities we have, and that I may 
give my dear Tideric the moſt undoubted 
teſtimonies of my loving him more than I 


do myſelf. JI am, &c. 


* Tux duke fell into a rage at the 
reading of this letter. It was ſome 
time before he could reſolve how 
he was to behave; but at laſt hav- 
ing vented furious menaces againſt 
theſe two unhappy lovers, he re- 
ſolved to ſhew them] the utmoſt 

that 
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that the ſenſe of being contemned was 
capable of producing in the mind of a 
lover inſtigated by a moſt violent paſſi- 
on. He neglected nothing that could 
be imagined for animating his revenge ; 
and when he felt himſelf touched with 
any remains of tenderneſs, “Is it then 
for this infamous princeſs (ſaid he to 
himſelf) that thou com'ſt to ſolicit me ? 
and doſt thou ſtill find thyſelf mean e- 
nough to conſent to the keeping of any 
meaiures with a woman who not con- 
tented with tormenting me, has more- 
over diſhonoured the royal family, by 
cirrying on a ſhameful intrigue with a 
prince ſo very much below herſelf, O, 
too happy Tideric ! (cried he a moment 
after) thou ſhalt expiate by thy death 
the treſpaſs thou haſt committed upon 
the memory of thy prince; and the 
duke of Gloceſter ſhall revenge him, 
at the ſame time that he ſiti-fies his own 
reſentment for the outrage thou haſt 
committed upon his love.“ 


HRE 
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He continued for at leaſt an hour 
vainly throwing out ſuch complaints as 


tieſe; and ſuppoling that he ſhow, 


find great relief in reproaching the queen 


to her face with what he had been thus 
complaining of to himſelf alone, he went 


directly to her apartment. The queen 
was ſurpr zed to ſce him at ſo late an 
hour; but ſhe had occaſion to be a. 
great deal more ſurprized, when that 
prince, with a terrible ſtern look, ſaid, 
«© I do not wonder at the diſorder | into 
which! have thrown you. When one 
expecls to ſce a lover that has been 
kindly uſed, and in ſtead thereof ſecs 
one that is drove even to madneſs, it is 
cauſe ſufficient for one's changing co- 
lour ; but I ſhall myſclf change excced- 
ingly, if I do not in a ſhort time pro- 
duce more ſurpriſing metamorphoſes; 
and I hope thoſe deceitful eyes I now 
ſee, will ſoon {Hed tears for that which 
h.s buheito made them look blithe.“ 


© WHAT 
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«© War do you mean, my lord 
duke?” anſwers the queen, half angry 
with his diſcourſe, and half trembling. 


<* I mean, madam, (replies the duke) 
that to ſee you, one could never be- 
lieve, that you could put ſuch an inno- 
cent look upon a behswour ſo little 
within the rules of decency. But I 
know your ſecret pranks; and it is no 
longer time to diſſemble with thoſe who 
have where withal to confound you. — 
There, madam! (continues he, in ſhew- 
ing her the above-mentioned letter) 
there is ſomething that muſt diſconcert 
you. Ought you not to bluſh at thoſe 
ſhameful terms you make uſe of for ex- 


preſſing your paſſion?'““ 


Ir the queen was aſtoniſhed at the 
duke's diſcourſe, you may judge what 
befel her when ſhe ſaw her letter in his 
hands. She was for ſome time without 
ſpeaking ; but concluding, that it was 
no longer a time to diſſemble, By 


} 
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whatever accident, my lord, (fays ſhe) 
you have come at my letter, I do not 
ſee how you can pretend a right to cen- 
ſure my actions. Cannot I write to 
my huſband what I think proper, with- 
out the duke of Gloceſter's having any 
thing to ſay againſt it?“ 


* TI p ERIC your huſband!” cries 
inſtantly the duke. 


« YE s, my lord, Tideric is my huſ- 
band; (replies the queen) and I muſt 
farther tell you, that I have three chil- 


dren by that marriage.“ 


AT theſe words the duke had almoſt 
died of grief; but reſuming the diſcourſe 
after having reflected a few moments 
upon what the queen had juſt told him, 
% A queen of England, (ſays he) and 
daughter of the king of France, has 
married Tideric, and has three children 
by him! A, ah madam! do not think 
to impoſe upon me by ſuch a fiction. 
It will be in vain for you to think of put- 

ting 


tue LIFE of 


ting a ſtop to my vengeance ; and that 
too happy Tideric, let him be what you 
will, ſhall die for it. He ſhall attone 


to me for the caprice of fortune, which 


deſtines ſome to ſo much happineſs, 
whilft others linger out life in unſpeak- 
able torments.” Upon this he burſt 
out of the room with the air and gait of 
a man that was to be dreaded. The 


queen could not ſee him in ſuch a paſ- 


ſion, without trembling for Tideric ; 
and that moment ſhe felt a chilneſs 
which did not leave her till death. 


Id the mean time the duke of Glo- 


ceſter ſent officers to arreſt the prince, 


but they miſſed of bim by a moment; 
for he was juſt gone from home, in or- 


der to pay a viſit to the queen, upon 


the news he had received of her ſervant's 
having been aſſaſſinated. He entered 
her chamber without having been ſeen by 
any body, and finding that princeſs in 
ſuch a fituation as could not but draw 
tears from the hardeſt heart, he was a 
long time without expreſling any figns 

” 
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of ſorrow by his words, but he made a- 


mends by thoſe he ſhewed in his coun- 

; tenance, which were ſuch as could not 
be produced but by the deepeſt afflic- 
tion. At laſt, looking molt tenderly 

1 upon that lovely princeſs, and ſpeaking 
5 to her with his eyes as much as with 
£ his mouth, he ſays, What is this new 

5 misfortune, my dear queen? and what 
7 can I conjecture from this wretched” 


condition in which I find you?“ 


„ Ah! my prince, we are undone; 
(anſwers the queen.) The duke of 
„ Gloceſter has got hold of a letter I ſent 
ho you this day by him 1 thought my moſt 
. : truſty ſervant; and in a word we are 
hs, betrayed.” | 
2 « THAx truſty ſervant is dead; (re- 
"9" plies T1deric) he has juſt been aſſaſſinated 
b = near my houſe. I am come here on 
5 purpoſe to pay my duty to my princeſs, 
TD and to know from her, if ſhe has been 
"78 acquainted with this fatal accident.“ 
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gs Al As! no; (ſays the queen) I al- 
moſt ſuſpected him of treachery; but 
now I begin to think him innocent: 
And who were his aſſaſſins? Without 
doubt it is the duke who has cauſed 
commit this crime; and not ſatisfied 
with having put this unhappy man to 
death, he moreover aims at the life of 
my dear Tideric.“ 


gur then related what had paſſed be- 
tween her and the duke of Gloceſier 
and not having ſtrength to ſay any more, 
ſhe fainted away at the end of her re- 
lation. It was a full half hour before 
| the came again to herſelf; and when 

ſhe did, it was with ſuch a raging fever 
as alarmed all thoſe that were about 


her. 


In the mean time Tideric was in no 
much better condition than ſhe. He 
could not behold all thoſe melancholy 
marks of friendſhip which this princeſs 


* him, without feeling his ſoul pier- 
ced 
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ced with ſorrow; but he ſoon had rea- 


ſon to be overwhelmed ; for ſome un- 
lucky perſon having informed the queen, 
that the duke of Gloceſter's officers he d. 
been at Tideric's houſe to take him into 
cuſtody, and that they were every 
where in ſearch of him, ſhe concluded 
him a loſt man, and that nothing could 
fave him from the duke's fury. She o- 
bliged him to ſuffer himſelf to be ſhut 

up in a cloſet behind her bed; but this 


precaution did not free her from her 


fears; ſo that her fever came to be at- 
tended with a delirium, which threw: 
her into fits of raving, and in two * 
brought her to the laſt | atom be 


Ir is difficult to deſcribe what Tide- 
ric felt when he ſaw the queen in this 
condition, One does not even know 
which of the two was moſt to be pitied. 
He beheld her with looks the moſt ten- 
der; and it was only by a torrent of tears. 
which fell from his eyes that he could 
expreſs his ſorrow. The queen having; 


a little recovercd her ſenſes, was touch 
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to him, 'My ane Rr te) i if you 
will oblige me, do not affſict yourſelf fo 
much: conſider that you have children, 

and that for their ſakes you ought to 
preſerve yourſelf: Think no more of 
the mother: Reſerve for thoſe tender 
pledges which J leave you of my love, 

thoſe tokens which you now give me of 
.your's. At the ſame time ſhe embraced 
Tideric, and mixing together the 
thoughts of his ſufferings and his love, 

ſhe drew her laſt breath in his arms, 

without its being eaſy to determine whe- 
ther ſhe died of joy or of grief. 


Taz unhappy Tideric, in a flood of 
tears, remained ſtretched out by her 
body, which by embracing he endea- 
voured to keep warm ; but perceiving 
it at laſt to be quite cold, and without 
any feeling, he I became ſenſible of 
his , misfortune, He was for a long 
time in, a moſt frightful fit, and he no 
er recovered, than he quite ae? 

ed 


Tip ERIC Prince of Wales. 147 * 


ed himſelf to deſpair. Ah, Panini! 
(eries he to himſelf) how clearly didſt 


thou ſee, into futurity ! How exactly 
didſt thou foretel even to the leaſt circum- 


ſtance of my misfortune! My queen, 
*tis true, cannot have a moment's un- 
eaſineſs at my death, fince the illuſtrious 
princeſs is now no more.” He ſaid no 
more; but ruſhing out of the chamber, 


he went directly to the duke of Glo- 


ceſter's: he accoſted that prince with 
the fierceneſs of a man who has no fear 
of death; and ſurveying him with a con- 
temptuous ſmile, ©* Finiſh, thou barba- 
rian, (ſays he) what thou haſt ſo wic- 
kedly begun; and ſince my lovely queen 
has juſt loſt her life by thy barbarities, 

why doſt thou. delay to make me feel 
the ſtrokes of thy injuſtice, by which 
thou may'ſt reunite in heaven thoſe that 
were ſo thoroughly united here upon 


earth.“ 


„Tux queen dead! (replies the 


duke in a ſurpriſe). is it poſſible? Good, 
God! can 1 hear this fatal news, with- 
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out Doki of grief?” At the ſame time 


his-breaſt W with repeated ſighs; 


and turning towards Tideric with an ait 


of fury, Ves, yes, traitor, I ſhall ſoon 
grant thee thy requeſt: In thy blood 1 
{hall waſh KA the ſorrows thou haſt 


made me feel.” Then inſtantly he cal- 
led his officers, and after ordering them 
to ſeize and carry Tideric to priſon, he 


ſhut himſelf up in his chamber, where 


| he uttered a thouſand exclamations a= 


gainft his deſtiny. 


But in a little while, his love became 


all fury. In ſhort, a few days after he 


E.uſed erect a ſcaffold, on which he or- 
dered the unfortunate Tideric to be put 
to death. The poor prifice was con- 
ducted thither às if he had been a cri- 
minal; but inſtead of complaining of 
the duke's cruelty; he begged: of thoſe 
that were near him to DE him in his 
name for the favour he had done him, 
fince it was by that means alone he 
could hope ſoon again to ſee his lovely 
queen. He then laid his head upon 
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niſh to the whole world a proof how 


| ſmall a diſtance there is from the ſummit 
of compleat happineſs to the gulph of 


molt terrible misfortunes. 


F I N I S. 


T1DERIC Prince of Wales, 1 47 N "i 
the block, which the executioner ſeve- | 
red from his body at one blow. | This 
memorable reverſe of fortune muſt fur- 
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